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Abstract
Summary:
We are goint to comment the novel of Camilo José Cela, La colmena and Eduardo Mendoza Sin noticias de Gurb from the point of view of both fiction and reality.
We will focus on the message that their main character wish to transmit the reader, taking Madrid and Barcelona, respectively, as epitomes of our country during the 50’s, after the Civil War and during the Transition.
The books characters live in a “poetic reality”, that is, they would like to transform the harsh and sad reality into a mirror of poetry where they can reflect their hopes and wishes: for that we find the prism of several vital experiences almost fictitious thanks to the literary device of the coral character in La colmena or the trick of science fiction with the alien Gurb who falls from space in its ship in the middle of Barcelona.
The shapes that Cela creates are so real that they try to escape their reality and imagine a different one, close to fiction, given the time and vicissitudes they live through. Mendoza’s creature seems an experiment, fictitious, with social critics’ hues.
They are two stories distant in time but close in intention.
They share the projection of characters outside of their background in two real and fictional capitals: it all depends on the color of the crystal through which we look at. It is the greatness of both names, that accept multiple and varied interpretations and comments.
From fiction to reality, from reality to fiction: the wish of the characters will be to look for and find the poetry in order to give meaning to their existence. 
