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Abstract:  
In Spain, Criminology was established as a university degree only some decades ago, contrary to other well-rooted syllabus. This still short tradition led us wonder whether high school students would choose Criminology as their university degree of preference and whether they would show some homogeneous profile of interests. Therefore, we administered the CIBAP, a widely used questionnaire of expressed interests in Spain to 4.715 students enrolled in second year of high school (2º Bachillerato) from private and public centers in Madrid. About 5% of them (n=243, girls: 30.9%) chose Security and Protection as their vocational area of interest, but only 72 subjects among this subsample (girls: 61.1%) reported being willing to study Criminology. This result warns about how other professional sectors, such as Police or Military Forces, might be better represented than Criminology in the items of the Security and Protection area of interest, and therefore how this area should be revisited to include more recent criminology perspectives in the study and prevention of crime. Also, it may happen that the future Criminology student has heterogeneous interests that cannot be restricted to a unique area of interest: if we started our analyses by looking at those subjects who had Criminology among their top-four degrees of preference, the percentage of election raised to 9.4% (n=445; girls: 339 (76,2%)), and their vocational area of interests varied between Law, Health and Security and Protection areas. In the talk, we discuss the implications of these results for the discipline and for the degree configuration.
