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SHORT DESCRIPTION  
 

The main objective of this course is to introduce students to the historical, political, 

cultural, and socioeconomic evolution of the idea of Europe. It will facilitate 

understanding of the stages, protagonists, and sociopolitical currents of the different 

historical periods covered. While traditionally, the emphasis has been on divisions 

within Europe, conflict analysis, etc., we will instead emphasize and address all those 

aspects that have generated a common identity that transcends differences. 

 

 

 

 

CONTENTS AND STRUCTURE  
 

TOPIC 1: EUROPE: DEFINITION AND PROJECT 

TOPIC 2: THE EUROPEAN PROJECT: SOCIAL MODEL, COSMOPOLITANISM AND 

MULTILATERALISM. 

TOPIC 3: THE ROLE OF WESTERN EUROPE IN THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM 

TOPIC 4: RISE AND FALL OF SOCIALISM 
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TOPIC 5: PATHS TO DEMOCRACY (1989-2018) 

TOPIC 6: ECONOMIC REFORMS AND THE ILLUSION OF A TRANSITION SINCE 1989 

TOPIC 7: CHALLENGES FOR THE FUTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

METHODOLOGY  
 

The comprehensive learning of any historical subject requires a necessary effort of 

personal discovery on the part of the student, duly supervised by the professor. The 

professor is primarily responsible for lectures, support, and academic supervision; 

however, the student is responsible for active participation in their own learning, the 

assimilation of topics, and the development of their own critical thinking. To this end, 

each student must participate in collaborative projects, present a group project in 

class, and participate in discussions. They may also complete freely chosen optional 

assignments with the help of the professor. This method not only aims to develop skills 

specific to the subject area, but also those generic to the degree/course listed 

above. The limited number of contact hours allocated to this subject requires strict 

control over time allocation. Taking all this into account, a tight schedule has been 

developed that assigns each week to the study of a specific topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING 
Assessment type Assessment criteria Percentage 

FINAL EXAM   

 

 

A final written EXAM in which you will answer 

questions that assess your knowledge and 

understanding of everything covered in class. It 

will cover the program content, including all 

materials explained in class.  

The student must pass (5) the exam so that his/her 

grade can be completed with the rest of the 

activities carried out. 

 

70% 
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INDIVIDUAL 

ACTIVITY 

Class Readings, Attendance, punctuality and 

Participation. Class attendance is considered 

essential for mastering the subject matter. 

Unjustified absences from one-third of the class 

time may result in the inability to sit for exams, 

both in ordinary and extraordinary calls, as 

established by the Faculty's Academic 

Regulations. 

15% 

GROUP ACTIVITY 

 

The topics for group work will be explained in the 

first classes. Readings and presentations, as 

determined by the professor. Failure to attend the 

presentation will result in a 0 for the student. 

15% 

   

   

 
– Committing any serious academic misconduct, such as plagiarism of previously 

published material, or copying in the exam or any other graded activity, will imply 

not being able to pass the course in the ordinary assessment period. 

– The use of AI to create complete works or relevant parts, without citing the source 

or the tool or without being expressly allowed in the description of the work, will be 

considered plagiarism and regulated according to the General Regulations of the 

University. 

– At the beginning of the term the professor will announce the office hours for the 

course. Tutorials are an essential part of the development of the course, and 

students may attend tutorials during the course within those office times, but it is 

recommended that they are arranged in advance with the professor.  

 

– Any non-face-to-face learning activity that requires the submission of an 

assignment/document, etc. will be submitted by the student through Moodle, 

always in PDF format. 

 

– To be able to take the final exam, students must not have missed more than one 

third of the classes without justification. If this requirement is not met, the student 

may lose the right to be assessed both in the ordinary and extraordinary assessment 

period (art. 93-1 of the General Regulations). Failure to attend to the first hour of a 

two-hour lecture, means having missed the whole session in terms of attendance, 

regardless of whether or not the student the second hour. 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT WORKLOAD (in hours) 
CONTACT HOURS OUTSIDE CLASSROOM OVERALL  

60 90 150 
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