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Objectives 

The primary goal of this research is to develop a methodology for studying the private sector 

in a country like Iran, where information is scarce and often not transparently disclosed. 

While we understand the limitations of quantitative analysis due to the lack of reporting 

information, we intend to build a robust starting point that lays the groundwork for further 

studies. To reach this final goal, a set of intermediate objectives have to be achieved, which 

include: 

• Develop a retrospective of the sanctions historically imposed on Iran 

• Conduct a comprehensive literature review on previous research about the effect of 

sanctions on the overall economy as well as the impact on private sector 

development 

• Perform a qualitative analysis of the economic effects of sanctions 

• Build a dataset with different variables that describe the status of the Iranian private 

sector 

• Perform a quantitative analysis to draw a relationship between the sanctions regimes 

and the evolution of these variables 

• Develop a qualitative analysis to identify shocks in the evolution of the 

aforementioned variables caused by sanction regimes 

 

Methodology 

The methodology will involve a combination of quantitative and qualitative analyses: 

• Quantitative Analysis: This will include the collection and statistical examination of 

data related to key variables of the Iranian private sector. This data will help identify 

trends, correlations, and potential causal relationships between sanctions and the 

selected indicators 

• Qualitative Analysis: This will involve a detailed examination of historical records and 

case studies to understand the broader context and specific impacts of sanctions on 

the private sector. Qualitative insights will complement the quantitative findings, 

providing a richer understanding of the effects of sanctions. 

 

By integrating both quantitative and qualitative methods, we aim to provide a 

comprehensive overview of the impact of sanctions on Iran's private sector, setting the stage 

for future, more detailed investigations. 
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