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SHORT DESCRIPTION

The course takes a critical look at philosophical endeavours in the quest for God as
well as at religious dimensions and different social realities related to this question. It
fosters students’ ability to analyse different social and religious realities. It promotes
coexistence between people of different religions and social and cultural traditions. It
strengthens our capacity for dialogue and our knowledge of the different religious
traditions of the world today.

CONTENTS AND STRUCTURE

|. FOUNDATIONS OF THE RELIGIOUS PHENOMENON

TOPIC 1: The quest for God linked to the quest for reality and to the quest of human
life: 1.1. Mystery of reality and approaches to it; 1.2. Alternative ways of thinking the
relation God-World-Self; 1.3. Thinking about God. Why should he existe Classical and
modern arguments; 1.4. Thinking about God. Why should he not exist¢ Arguments for
atheism and problem of evil; 1.5. Man in search for meaning

TOPIC 2: Basic phenomenological and sociological approach to religion: 2.1.
Sciences that study religion. Phenomenology of religion; 2.2. Sociological approach




to religion today: 2.2.1. Secularization; 2.2.2. Re-enchantment of the world; 2.2.3. The
rise of fundamentalisms and sects; 2.2.4. Current topics of discussion

Il. PLURALITY OF RELIGION

TOPIC 1: The diversity of religions

TOPIC 2: Hinduism

TOPIC 3: Buddhism

TOPIC 4: Judaism

TOPIC 5: Christianity

TOPIC 6: Islam

METHODOLOGY

Attendance classes:
e Lectures will provide the theoretical explanations and guidance needed in

order to study each topic. In these classes, the professor will only focus on the
most important or complicated areas. Following the professor’s guidelines,
students shall complete the explanations.

e Exposition of the students about their research.

e Seminar wise classes to share analysis and conclusions from the readings.

e The lectures will involve the use of computer-based media (PowerPoint, Word
and Excel documents), electronic media (DVDs), the whiteboard and any
other methods deemed appropriate by the teacher.

¢ Formal and informal debates about issues connected with the lectures.

Non-aftendance classes:
e Readings.

e Research and preparation of presentations in groups.

o Study of the theoretical content of the module.

¢ Watching documentaries and/or movies related to the contents of the
module.

e Personal reflection and writing about the issues discussed in the class
(especially regarding the philosophical part of the course).

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING

Assessment type | Assessment criteria Percentage

PORTFOLIO Portfolio that includes the student's personal 30%
reflections regarding the first part of the subject.
Topics that must be covered in it will be provided
during the lesson

PROJECT Students will be asked to make a presentation based on | 20%
research of their own.




EXAM In the exam students are expected to show the 50%
understanding and critical engagement with the
contents

— Committing any serious academic misconduct, such as plagiarism of previously
published material, or copying in the exam or any other graded activity, will imply
not being able to pass the course in the ordinary assessment period.

— The improper use of ChatGPT or other Generative Al will be considered a serious
offense, according to the General Regulations of the University, art. 168.2.e:
"carrying out actions aimed at falsifying or defrauding the academic performance
evaluation systems". The consequences of this will be "temporary expulsion for up to
three months or the prohibition to take an exam in the following exams period after
the imposition of the sanction, in one or more subjects in which the student is
enrolled, [...] in addition to a failing grade (0) in the corresponding subject, [...] [and]
the prohibition to take an exam in that subject in the following exams period".

Misuse will be considered those situations in which certain parts of the work have
been developed mostly by ChatGPT or other Generative Al, and those
circumstances in which this kind of software has been used without respecting the
instructions given by the professor for a specific work. When the student has used
Generative Al for any course works that are presented orally or in writing, such as
ChatGPT, they must indicate (in the same work if it is in writing, and at the beginning
of the oral presentation) how and for what purpose they have used the software,
even if it was only used to obtain ideas or lines of research, without converting them
into developed text. The same criteria must be applied for images or other types of
products. Furthermore, every written content created with Generative Al must be
clearly identified as text. The student must also include as additional material (in an
annex) the questions and answers of the conversation with Generative Al in order
to complete the exercise.

— Tutorials are an essential part of the development of the course, and students may
attend tutorials during the course, which could be arranged in advance with the
professor.

- Any non-face-to-face learning activity that requires the submission of an
assignment/document, etc. will be submitted by the student through Moodle,
always in PDF format.

— To be able to take the final exam, students must not have missed more than one
third of the classes without justification. If this requirement is not meft, the student
may lose the right to be assessed both in the ordinary and extraordinary assessment
period (art. 93-1 of the General Regulations). Failure to attend to the first hour of a
two-hour lecture, means having missed the whole session in terms of attendance,
regardless of whether the student attends the second hour.



STUDENT WORKLOAD (in hours)

CONTACT HOURS OUTSIDE CLASSROOM OVERALL

60

20 150
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WEB RESOURCES

www.vatican.va (Catholic documents, news, events, press releases)
www.religion-online.org (religion news and links)
https://apnews.com/article/3dcéb0999bf04614b1de21863cbfddéé Women strive for
larger roles in male-dominated religions (Women and religion).
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/terrorism,-war-and-the-problem-of-religious-
violence/11656464 Terrorism, war and the problem of “religious violence” (Religion and
violence).

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53055632 ( US Supreme Court backs
protection for LGBT workers) LTBI AND RELIGION.
https://www.britannica.com/browse/Religious-Beliefs
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Lutheranism/History
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anglicanism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nestorianism
https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-
maps/christianity-protestantism
https://www.encyclopedia.com/philosophy-and-religion/christianity/protestant-
denominations/protestantism
https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-
maps/christianity-pentecostalism
https://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/religion
https://catholic-resources.org/Courses/Christianity-Branches.htm
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity/Christianity-and-world-religions
http://www.religionfacts.com/christianity/branches
http://estaticos.elmundo.es/aula/laminas/religiones.pdf
http://estaticos.elmundo.es/aula/laminas/hinduismo.pdf
http://estaticos.elmundo.es/aula/laminas/buda.pdf
http://estaticos.elmundo.es/aula/laminas/islam.pdf

VIDEO

Monotheism:
https://www.youtube.com/watch2ev=djFAxvZ200Q
Zorotheism:
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=F2tqV9u?vzY
Hinduism:




https://www.youtube.com/watchev=2EICcUP0N-s
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=vTko0gJGmcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=INv2gdpfXPQ
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=UWTdCorvOWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=WhTpJxlJi2l
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=v8sj8pHSFUE
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=16S_XjHgcZM

Buddhism:

https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=Lxg-RiLb-6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=X-_cJU-pFwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch2ev=aCAéioTLw-Q

Islam:

https://www.youtube.com/watchev=SAyY7CqlV5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=4NT_btkLIho
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=xoC1fRavjuu
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=0jSkGvxFi4M
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=sDSTgKIQAZE

Judaism:

https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=0fVy5SuwwktA

Christianity:

https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=DQHMB7V9LtE

General: https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=RQjS6NGVIQO
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=EWOpn8tRBME&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=WébmHW1LgB8&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=1080lELbNxE&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=xdZcqgAss?2w&feature=emb_logo

Religion today:

https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=fzgQOY_usdw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?2v=g6U0Bvsrn8o
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=IN3wkG1s4TA
https://www.ted.com/talks/alaa_murabit_what_my_religion_really_says_about_women
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=VMb1UkkZsR8
https://www.ted.com/talks/sharon_brous_it_s_time_to_reclaim_religion
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=RKdzYmVSMus
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=IYVfgvXo7WY




