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A B S T R A C T

This paper analyzes the impact of commodity price shocks and global supply chain disruptions
on U.S. inflation rates. Based on the idea that the inflationary effect of particular commodities is
time-varying, our main contribution is to construct a Cost-Push Commodity (CPC) factor through
a genetic algorithm which allows to recursively select the combination of commodity prices
that best explain U.S. inflation over time. When this factor is included into a Structural Vector
Autoregressive (SVAR) model, average and time-varying impulse response functions show how
the U.S. inflation rate has responded to commodity price shocks and supply chain disruptions
over the sample period, including the crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Important policy
implications can be derived from these results.

. Introduction

In the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, exacerbated inflation threatened the stability of the global and domestic economies.
n the U.S., inflation increased from 1.23% in year 2020 to 4.70% in 2021, far beyond the targeted level of 2%. This sharp increase
n prices has been mainly attributed to exogenous shocks; in particular, to disruptions in the global supply chain (i.e., Benigno
t al., 2022; di Giovanni et al., 2022; Guerrieri et al., 2022) and to increases in commodity prices (i.e., Kilian and Zhou, 2022;
eersman, 2022). The objective of this paper is to estimate the effects of these exogenous shocks, i.e., global supply chain disruptions
nd commodity price shocks, on U.S. inflation, and to examine their persistence.

Different approaches have been taken in the literature to measure global supply disruptions. In a recent study, Benigno et al.
2022), propose a new indicator, the Global Supply Chain Pressure (GSCP), based on several cross-country and global indicators
f supply chain pressures. A different methodology is used by Kilian et al. (2023) who construct the North American Container
rade index (NACTI), based on the volume of container trade to and from North America. The authors develop an SVAR model that
easures the effect of domestic and foreign demand shocks on international trade, defining all remaining shifts in trade as global

upply chain disruptions. In this paper, we extend the model by Kilian et al. (2023) with a commodity factor to disentangle changes
n price levels caused by shifts in aggregate demand, termed demand-pull inflation, from those caused by changes in production
osts, denominated cost-push inflation.
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Most of the literature examining the cost-push effect of commodity prices on inflation has focused on oil price shocks
i.e., Hooker, 2002; Kilian, 2009; Baumeister and Peersman, 2013; Baumeister and Kilian, 2016; Gelos and Ustyugova, 2017;
ilian, 2019). Fewer research has examined the inflationary effects of other commodity prices (i.e., Chen et al., 2014; Furceri
t al., 2015; Garratt and Petrella, 2022). However, the commodity price factor we introduce into the SVAR model is a weighted
verage of the prices of all cost-push commodities. We denominate this the Cost-Push Commodity (CPC) factor and consider that
he inflationary effect of particular commodities is time-varying. We implement the method proposed by Diaz and Perez-Quiros
2021) for the selection of commodities through a genetic algorithm, and adopt their approach by setting the algorithm to select
he commodities that best explain U.S. inflation, controlling for aggregate demand and global supply disruptions.

Four are the main contributions of this paper. First, we extend the model by Kilian et al. (2023) with the commodity price factor
nd U.S. inflation. Second, while most of the above literature seeks to explain recent inflation increases, this paper considers a longer
ime span, from 1995 to 2021, covering different episodes of high inflation rates. Third, we construct a CPC factor that considers
he time-varying inflationary effect of each commodity. Finally, we examine the interaction between commodity prices and supply
hain disruptions and determine their relative importance in explaining U.S. inflation during different periods.

The remainder of the paper is structured as follows. Section 2 estimates the CPC factor, Section 3 presents the SVAR model and
he main results. Finally, Section 4 concludes.

. Estimation of the cost-push commodity factor

Following Diaz and Perez-Quiros (2021), we define the CPC factor, 𝑓𝑡, through the following factor model:

𝑥𝑖𝑡 = 𝜆𝑖𝑓𝑡 + 𝑒𝑖𝑡 ∀ 𝑖 ∃ {1,… , 𝑛𝑠} (1)

where 𝑥𝑖𝑡 is the log-level of the real price of commodity 𝑖 at time 𝑡, 𝜆𝑖 is a loading factor, 𝑒𝑖𝑡 is an error term, and 𝑛𝑠 is the total
number of commodities selected as determinants of U.S. inflation. Eq. (1) is estimated using Principal Component Analysis (PCA),
where 𝑓𝑡 is the first principal component.

For the selection of commodities, as in Diaz and Perez-Quiros (2021), we begin by defining 𝐴𝑞 as a binary vector of size 1 × 𝑛,
where 𝑛 is the total number of all available commodity price series, such that

𝐴𝑞 = (𝑎1𝑞 , 𝑎2𝑞 ,… , 𝑎𝑛) (2)

whose elements 𝑎𝑖𝑞 take the value 1 when commodity 𝑖 is selected for the estimation of the CPC factor, and 0, otherwise. The
ommodity factor, 𝑓𝑞 , is, therefore, a function of 𝐴𝑞 , such that 𝑓𝑞(𝐴𝑞), estimated as the first principal component of the selected
ommodities.

We then define inflation 𝜋𝑡 as a function of the 𝑝 = 12 lags of 𝑦𝑞𝑡, which is a vector containing U.S. real consumption (𝑢𝑠𝑟𝑝𝑐),
U.S. manufacturing industrial production (𝑢𝑠𝑖𝑝𝑚), 𝑓𝑞𝑡(𝐴𝑞), NACTI, and inflation, such that

𝜋𝑡 = 𝜇 +
𝑝
∑

𝑗=1
𝜃𝑗𝑦𝑞𝑡−𝑗 + 𝜖𝑡 (3)

Eq. (3) is estimated through Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) and the optimization problem is defined as

min
𝐴𝑞

∑

𝑡
𝜖2𝑡 (𝐴𝑞) (4)

where we minimize the sum of squared errors resulting from the estimation of Eq. (3), by selecting 𝐴𝑞 .
Following Diaz and Perez-Quiros (2021), we solve this optimization problem through the use of the genetic algorithm (Holland,

1975), and define the solution as 𝐴∗. Diaz and Perez-Quiros (2021) provide a full description of the procedure.
We perform a recursive estimation of the CPC factor, in which the genetic algorithm is set to search for 𝐴∗ with the information

available up to time 𝑡 (𝐼𝑡), such that 𝑓𝑡 is a function of (𝐴∗
𝑡 ∣ 𝐼𝑡). We use data starting in January 1995, and perform the recursive

stimation from January 2005 until March 2021.
There is a total of 𝑛 = 56 commodity price series, made available by the World Bank, including energy commodities, metals,

aw materials and agricultural products. Prices are deflated with the U.S. consumer price index (CPI), as commodities are globally
raded in U.S. dollars. Data for U.S. personal consumption, and U.S. manufacturing industrial production are obtained from the St.
ouis Federal Reserve. These are also deflated by the U.S. CPI and log-linearly detrended. The NACTI (Kilian et al., 2023) was made
vailable by the authors, and inflation is defined as the year-to-year percent change of the U.S. CPI.

Fig. 1 shows the recursively estimated CPC factor along with U.S. inflation. We can observe a clear long-run relationship between
he CPC factor and changes in price levels. We first observe an important decrease of the CPC factor in the end of the 1990s, when
ommodity prices fell to its lowest level in four years due to the Asian economic crisis. This construed a deflationary pressure, which
nly partly transmitted to U.S. inflation, as the domestic economy remained resilient to the foreign crisis. This is then reverted, as
he Asian economy recovers in the first years of the 2000s, generating inflationary pressures signaled by an increase of the CPC
actor until the breakout of the 2001 recession.

Note that while, during the in-sample period of estimation (1995M1 to 2004M12), the factor closely mimics the fluctuations of
.S. inflation, this is followed by a period of high volatility in the CPC factor that begins in 2005 and ends with the breakout of the
lobal Financial Crisis (GFC).
2
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Fig. 1. CPC factor and U.S. inflation.
Notes: The figure above shows the recursively estimated CPC factor and U.S. year-to-year inflation at a monthly frequency. NBER-dated recessions are presented
in light gray.

Fig. 2. Weights given to each commodity type.
Notes: The figure above shows the time-varying weights given to the commodities belonging to the following groups: energy, metals, raw materials, and
agricultural commodities.

After the GFC, however, the CPC factor stabilizes throughout the remainder of the sample period and has a contemporaneous
relationship with inflation. As demand fell in the aftermath of the financial crisis, so did commodity prices and inflation. More
importantly, following the recovery, we can observe a high correlation between the CPC factor and U.S. inflation until the end of
the sample.

We now examine which are the commodities that have induced cost-push inflation in the U.S. during the recursively estimated
sample period, presenting the aggregated weights assigned to each commodity type. These are defined in the following way:

𝜆2𝑡,𝐸 =
∑

𝑖
𝜆2𝑡,𝑖 ∀ 𝑖 ∃ 𝛺𝐸

𝜆2𝑡,𝑀 =
∑

𝑖
𝜆2𝑡,𝑖 ∀ 𝑖 ∃ 𝛺𝑀

𝜆2𝑡,𝑅 =
∑

𝑖
𝜆2𝑡,𝑖 ∀ 𝑖 ∃ 𝛺𝑅

𝜆2𝑡,𝐴 =
∑

𝑖
𝜆2𝑡,𝑖 ∀ 𝑖 ∃ 𝛺𝐴

(5)

where 𝜆2𝑡,𝐸 , 𝜆2𝑡,𝑀 , 𝜆2𝑡,𝐼 , and 𝜆2𝑡,𝐴 are the aggregated weights assigned at period 𝑡 to energy commodities, metals, raw industrial
commodities and agricultural commodities, respectively, and 𝜆𝑡,𝑖 is defined as in Eq. (1).

Fig. 2 shows that the cost-push commodities have varied significantly in the past two decades. Energy commodities played a
prominent role during 2006–2009, in 2012, and 2020, while agricultural products and raw materials were the main determinants
3
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Fig. 3. Impulse response functions: Full sample.Notes: The figure above shows the impulse response functions (IRFs) with a 95% confidence interval.

of the CPC factor during 2012–2014 and 2014–2020, respectively. The results suggest, thus, that there is a high cost-push effect
of energy prices during the commodity boom, the GFC, the Euro Sovereign Debt Crisis, as well as the COVID-19 pandemic. The
remaining periods, where the CPC factor denotes mainly deflationary pressures (Fig. 1), weights are concentrated on agricultural
products and on raw industrial materials. Little weight is given to metal prices for the study period.

3. A structural model for U.S. inflation

We now examine the effect of global supply disruptions and cost-push commodity shocks on U.S. inflation. Let 𝑦𝑡 =
[𝑢𝑠𝑟𝑝𝑐𝑡, 𝑢𝑠𝑖𝑝𝑚𝑡, 𝑓𝑡, 𝑁𝐴𝐶𝑇𝐼𝑡, 𝜋𝑡] be generated by a covariance stationary structural VAR(12) process of the form 𝐵0𝑦𝑡 = 𝐵1𝑦𝑡−1 +
⋯ + 𝐵12𝑦𝑡−12 + 𝑤𝑡. The reduced-form errors may be written as 𝜇𝑡 = 𝐵−1

0 𝑤𝑡, where 𝐵−1
0 denotes the structural impact multiplier

matrix. In the spirit of Kilian et al. (2023), the structural shocks are identified as follows:
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(6)

Fig. 3 shows the impulse response functions (IRFs), where 𝑓𝑡 corresponds to the recursively estimated CPC factor. These show
the response of each variable to a one standard deviation shock, with the exception of the impulse response functions of global
supply disruptions, which show the effect of a negative standard deviation, given that such disruptions would consist in a decrease
in international trade.

As can be observed in Fig. 3, a cost-push commodity shock shows a transitory, yet significant and positive effect on inflation
between half a year and a year after the occurrence of the shock. There are no significant effects on personal consumption,
manufacturing activity, or trade, although results suggest a negative effect on domestic demand in the long run. Such results
clearly denote the nature of the CPC factor as a commodity supply index, as opposed to a global economic activity indicator
(i.e., Kilian, 2009, 2019; Alquist et al., 2020; Diaz and Perez-Quiros, 2021; Delle Chiaie et al., 2022).

Moreover, global supply chain disruptions have a negative transitory effect on domestic demand, a permanent negative effect
on manufacturing activity, and a transitory inflationary effect that lasts for half a year, both on commodity prices as well as on
consumer prices.

Furthermore, to examine time variation in the transmission mechanism of the shocks, we also recursively estimate the impulse
response functions, where the CPC factor at time 𝑡 is 𝑓𝑡(𝐴∗

𝑡 ∣ 𝐼𝑡). Fig. 4 shows the time-varying IRFs for cost-push commodity shocks
and global supply disruptions from January 2005 to March 2021. Note that since the breakout of the GFC, we observe a significant
long-term negative effect of CPC shocks on personal consumption and manufacturing activity following half a year after the shock,
and on trade following a year of the shock. The effect on inflation, however, is positive and transitory in nature, being significant
immediately after the occurrence of the shock, and dying out after a year.
4
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Fig. 4. Time-varying impulse response functions.
Notes: The figure above shows the recursively estimated impulse response functions (IRFs) for each shock. Green values denote a significantly positive response
within a 95% confidence interval. Red values denote a significantly negative response within a 95% confidence interval. Yellow values denote insignificant values
within a 95% confidence interval. x-axis: months after shock; y-axis: magnitude of response; z-axis: sample date.

Moreover, global supply disruptions significantly increased commodity prices during the commodity boom until the GFC.
However, the effect of global supply disruptions on U.S. inflation is stable throughout most of the sample, generating a transitory
inflationary pressure for a half year, but a deflationary pressure in the long-term as it depresses demand. This was, nevertheless,
quite more significant during the COVID-19 crisis. A close-up of the effects of global supply disruptions and CPC shocks are presented
in Figs. 5 and 6. Results suggest that during the COVID-19 pandemic, inflation rates were more affected by global supply disruptions
than by commodity price shocks in the breakout of the pandemic, but disruptions in commodity markets resulted in higher inflation
during the recovery.
5
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Fig. 5. Effect of global supply disruptions during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Notes: The figure above shows the recursively estimated impulse response functions (IRFs) for global supply disruptions from February 2020 to March 2021. Green
values denote a significantly positive response within a 95% confidence interval. Red values denote a significantly negative response within a 95% confidence
interval. Yellow values denote insignificant values within a 95% confidence interval. x-axis: months after shock; y-axis: magnitude of response; z-axis: sample
date.

Fig. 6. Effect of CPC shocks during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Notes: The figure above shows the recursively estimated impulse response functions (IRFs) for CPC shocks from February 2020 to March 2021. Green values
denote a significantly positive response within a 95% confidence interval. Red values denote a significantly negative response within a 95% confidence interval.
Yellow values denote insignificant values within a 95% confidence interval. x-axis: months after shock; y-axis: magnitude of response; z-axis: sample date.
6
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4. Conclusions

This paper examines the impact of global supply chain disruptions and commodity price shocks on U.S. inflation by extending
he SVAR model by Kilian et al. (2023) with a CPC factor and the U.S. inflation rate.

The CPC factor shows a clear long-run relationship with U.S. inflation and helps identify those periods in which inflation
s mainly supply-driven. Furthermore, this factor suggests that cost-push commodities have varied significantly in the past two
ecades, revealing the importance of each commodity in explaining U.S. inflation. Moreover, the results suggest that U.S. inflation
s significantly affected by both shocks to the CPC factor and supply chain disruptions. Our results extend previous studies that are
onsistent with the theory that exogenous shocks tend to pass-through inflation rates, in the spirit of Benigno et al. (2022) and
ilian and Zhou (2022).

Our results assist policymakers in understanding the extent to which inflation rates are explained either by supply or demand
actors. Since monetary policy works through demand channels, supply-driven inflation requires the use of other measures. High
nflation due to supply chain disruptions or a particular set of commodities, calls for the strategic management of inventories and
eserves, as well as for investments aimed at increasing the economy’s resilience to external shocks. In particular, the increased
eight of fossil fuel prices in the CPC factor creates incentives for authorities to accelerate the energy transition.

This research could be extended in the future to include recent geopolitical events, such as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, or
istinguishing between headline and core U.S. inflation rates.
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