Sustainability, vol.17, no.10, pp.4742-1-4742-15, May, 2025.

Assessment of Biomethane Production Potential in
Spain: A Regional Analysisof Agricultural Residues,
Municipal Waste, and Wastewater Sludge for 2030
and 2050

A. Ldpez Aguilera; C. Morales Polo; J. VictoriaRodriguez; M.M. Cledera
Castro

Abstract-

This study evaluates Spain&rsquo;s biomethane production potential for 2030
and 2050, focusing on agricultural residues, livestock manure, municipal solid
waste (MSW), and wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) sludge. The research
aims to provide a regional analysis based on historical data on livestock
populations, cultivated land, waste availability, and demographic projections.
Using utilization coefficients and technological assumptions derived from existing
biogas infrastructure, the study estimates that Spain could generate 9.71 TWh of
biomethane by 2030, slightly below the national target of 10.41 TWh. By 2050,
agricultural and livestock residues are expected to contribute 30.04 TWh,
accounting for nearly 80% of total biomethane production, while the relative
share of MSW and WWTP sludge will decrease. Andalusia, Castilla-La Mancha,
and Castilla y Le& oacute;n emerge as key contributors due to their extensive
agricultural and livestock sectors. Catalonia and Madrid maintain significant
roles driven by urban waste generation. The findings underscore the need for
infrastructure expansion, particularly enhancing biomethane injection facilities
into the natural gas grid, alongside financial incentives to support industry
growth. This study highlights the role of biomethane in Spain& rsquo;srenewable
energy sector, emphasizing its potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
optimize organic waste utilization, and contribute to a sustainable energy
transition.

Index Terms- biomethane;, anaerobic digestion; circular economy; regional
analysis; agricultural residues; wastewater sudge; municipal solid waste

Due to copyright restriction we cannot distribute this content on the web. However,
clicking on the next link, authors will be able to distribute to you the full version of the

paper:
Request full paper to the authors

If you institution has a electronic subscription to Sustainability, you can download the
paper from the journal website:
Access to the Journal website



https://intranet.iit.comillas.edu/publicacion/mostrar_publicacion_revista.php.en?id=2673
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.3390/su17104742

Citation:
Cledera-Castro, M.M.; Lopez-Aguilera, A.; Morales-Polo, C.; Victoria Rodriguez, J.

"Assessment of Biomethane Production Potential in Spain: A Regional Analysis of
Agricultural Residues, Municipal Waste, and Wastewater Sudge for 2030 and 2050",
Sustainability, vol.17, no.10, pp.4742-1-4742-15, May, 2025.



