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I) Introduction

Switzerland is nowadays worldwide recognised as a typical destination of migrants. With 8.41 million inhabitants in 2016, 24.9% of them are foreigners. Main countries of origin for its migrants are European. 55.2% of the total figure of immigrants[footnoteRef:3] in the Swiss Confederation comes from Italy, Germany, Portugal, France and Kosovo (State Secretariat for Migration, 2017). In the recent decades, the increasing percentage of aliens has provoked an endless number of federal referendums and popular initiatives aimed to change the way in which different dimensions of migration processes are politically managed[footnoteRef:4] (Gadient and Milani, 2015; Arrighi, 2016).  [3:  The total number of migrants in Switzerland, taking into account official figures of State Secretariat for Migration, was of 2.09 million people on July 31st 2017. ]  [4:  The most famous popular initiative of this kind, as a consequence of its unexpected results, was the one which took place on February 14th 2017 (Against Mass Immigration). In that opportunity, a majority of people (50.3%) and a majority of cantons (16) decided to include in the Constitution an article in which residence permits for foreigners must be limited to annual quotas. The particularities of this election processes have generated a huge interest among social scientists for clarifying its causes and consequences (Abberger et al., 2014; Ackerman and Freitag, 2015; Mazzoleni and Pilotti, 2015; Milic, 2015a)] 

	Nevertheless, Switzerland is not only a host society. Across its history, it also had a clear pattern as expelling country. From Swiss mercenaries who looked for economic opportunities in far battlefields (Caspari, 1982; Echevarría, 2016) to current expatriates after the job retirement (Huber and O'Reilly, 2004; Vogler, 2015) there is a clear list of examples of former and present members of the diaspora of this country. For the purpose of this article, one specific target of Switzerland`s emigration is going to be explored: Swiss living in Latin America. Specifically, the purpose of this study is to contribute to a preliminary understanding about how this diasporic group is related to the sui generis political system of its motherland[footnoteRef:5]. These links are analysed through the use of the concept of civic competencies (Fratczak and Torney, 2002; Janmaat, 2011; Naval and Ugarte, 2012; Biderbost, 2014).  [5:  The main feature of the Swiss political system is its direct democracy. This is composed by four juridical figures: constitutional referendum, optional referendum, popular initiative and right of petition. They allow Swiss citizens, in one side, have a final word in many political aspects and, in the other side, keep the contact on a regular basis to their political representatives. ] 


The remainder of this chapter is structured as follows. Firstly, a short story about the studies of political transnationalism is described. The presence, in this group, of a limited but increasing number of researches about political patterns of North (going) South diasporas is commented. Secondly, civic competencies are theoretically and empirically contextualised. Thirdly, the profile of the Swiss citizens living in Latin American countries is described. At the same time, characteristics and reasons of choice of the quantitative methods applied are mentioned. Fourthly, main findings about political profile of “Swiss Latinos” are discussed. Finally, some concluding remarks are exposed. Future research avenues are also suggested. 

II) Political transnationalism and “non-traditional diasporas”

A general view 

The recognition of voting rights to citizens living out of the national frontiers was the legislative change which created the opportunity and necessity of understanding the ways in which emigrants are related to the political systems of their birth countries (Parra, 2006, Bauböck, 2007; Escobar, 2007; Biderbost, 2010a; Biderbost and Boscán, 2011; Lafleur, 2013). In a formal sense, it represents a kind of departing point of the studies about political transnationalism. Studies about it are, in a general sense, divided among those which try to understand conditions creating political transnational devices and sceneries (such as the extension of voting rights to expatriates) and those which look for describing and explaining political transnational practices at both, individual and organisation level. 

Since the inception of the research about this matter, there has been a strong focus on trying to identify political patterns of migrants (and also about the organisations they belong to) from the “Global South” who are settled in developed countries (Itzigsohn, 2000; Østergaard, 2001; Guarnizo, Portes and Haller, 2003; Dumont, 2008; Hartmann, 2015; Jaulin, 2016; Toivanen, 2016). Among them, the Latin American community has been the one more widely studied (Calderon, 2003; Itzigsohn and Villacrés, 2008; Lieber, 2010; Boccagni, 2011; Bolzman, 2011; Lafleur, 2011; Morales and Pilati, 2014; Escobar et al.; 2015). 

On the contrary, few studies concentrated efforts on migrants flows in the opposite direction: those composed by citizens from countries in the “Global North” who live in developing nations. In relation to emigrants coming from traditional settlement societies, the case of US citizens is, although with many aspects still to be covered, the most studied. Interesting contributions are those made by Sheila Croucher (2009) and Amanda von Koppenfels (2014) who tried to distinguish political patterns among American expatriates living in Mexico and Europe, respectively[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  Interest about political behaviour of US expatriates got renewed attention after overseas votes decided the result of the presidential race between in George W. Bush and Al Gore in 2000 (Imai and King, 2004). ] 


In the recent years, although in a more limited extension, the political transnationalism panorama among the citizens of high developed Asian countries has also been studied.  Young Ju Rhee (2014) offered an interesting explanation for understanding the recent low turnout among Korean expatriates in the first assembly and presidential election in which they had voting rights. The Japanese case has attracted the attention of Joshua Hotaka (2003) and Konrad Kalicki (2008, 2009). The former described the manners through which Japanese citizens who are residents in Brazil participated in elections in their country of origin. The latter explained the dynamics which promote, at the end of the 20th century, the participation of non-resident citizens in Nipponese politics. 

The profile of external voters from European countries, in which the reception of migrants in comparison to US and other traditional settlement societies[footnoteRef:7] is a more recent phenomenon, have also attracted the interest of some scholars. The Italian experience have been portrayed. Guido Tintori (2011) described the political practices of Italian citizens with Latin American background and the way in which they have created overlapping polities. Jean-Michel Lafleur (2013), in his research about the political process promoting the recognition of external voting rights in this country, identified the causal configurations which produced across time restrictive or expansive answers from the political system in relation to this device.  [7:  Two groups of countries can be distinguished under the umbrella of traditional settlement societies. In both of them, it is possible to detect a common pattern in the origin of the nations: the massive arrival of overseas population. In one side, there is a group composed by high developed Anglo Saxon countries such as US, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. In the other side, there is a group composed by middle-high income Latin American countries such as Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay. Despite its Anglo Saxon cultural roots and taking into account its level of development, South Africa may be included into this second group.  ] 


The Irish case is covered by Iseult Hohohan (2011). In her study, she theoretically discusses the convenience of a hypothetical extension of voting rights to expatriates in one of the few European countries in which these are recognised only for military and diplomatic personnel appointed abroad. Lafleur (2011), in an interesting comparative contribution, offered an explanation for understanding the late inclusion of this recognition in the Belgian law. In his opinion, the presence of external pressures from a supranational organisation such as the European Union for the extension of voting rights to non-citizens residents was the window of opportunity used by non-resident citizens for the obtaining of political rights while living abroad. Lizi et al., (2015) analysed, for the case of Portugal, the interaction between, in one side, the procedural and organisational aspects of the electoral laws and, in the other side, the socio-economic and geographic features and political behaviours of Portuguese expatriates. 

The Swiss case

The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland estimates that each year 28.000 Swiss citizens moved abroad for working, studying, enjoying retirement or creating a new family (Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, 2017). In total, there were 761.930 Swiss nationals living out of the country on December 31st 2015[footnoteRef:8]. This figure represents around 9% of the population in Swiss territory and increases to 12% when only Swiss passport holders living in Switzerland are considered.  [8:    Among them, 73,5% are dual nationals and 26,5% only holds the Swiss nationality (Swissinfo, 2017a). ] 


61.97% of the Swiss expatriates are settled in European states. The second receptor continent of Swiss population is America with a 24.11% (183.072 individuals). Specifically, in the case of Swiss Latin Americans, the Federal Government reports that 63.615[footnoteRef:9] citizens officially lived in this region of the world on December 31st 2015 (8.34% of the Swiss diaspora around the world). Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, the three biggest countries in the region, are also those with the major Swiss population in this area of the world (15.865, 15.730 and 5.366 respectively).  [9:  This quantity of people is superior to the population seen in six Swiss cantons (Federal Statistical Office, 2017). ] 


Many indicators described the social and political importance of the Swiss community settled around the globe. Firstly, the federal government of Switzerland considers its population living out of its frontiers as the fifth region of the country[footnoteRef:10] (Schönenberger and Efionayi-Mäder, 2010). Secondly, Swiss residents abroad are organised in local associations which are, at the same time, composing a kind of umbrella institution (Organisation of the Swiss Abroad[footnoteRef:11]) with a direct interlocution to the Swiss authorities.  [10:  The other four Swiss regions are those related to each one of the officially recognised national languages (German, French, Italian and Romansh).  ]  [11:  This organisation is also known by its acronym “OSA”. ] 


Thirdly, the Swiss Foreign Affairs Ministry has a special section (Swissemigration EDA) concentrated in serving its citizens residing out of its borders. The Delegate for Relations with the Swiss Abroad is its responsible[footnoteRef:12]. Fourthly, there is a battery of state funded mass media with the purpose of keeping active the links between all members of Swiss community[footnoteRef:13]. Finally, each year when the national holiday is celebrated (August 1st), the President of the country directs two speeches: one to the whole Swiss population and one, exclusively prepared, for the population residing overseas.  [12:  More information about the role expected by the government for this official is described in this link: https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/fdfa/organisation-fdfa/directorates-divisions/cd/delegate-relations-swiss-abroad.html.  ]  [13:  Swissinfo (www.swissinfo.ch) is a virtual journal published in ten different languages. Its main aim is promoting different concepts related to Swissness such as direct democracy, innovation, quality of life and productivity. The Swiss Review (www.revue.ch) is the magazine, with six volumes each year, freely delivered to the Swiss population worldwide. It has two versions: printed and virtual. SwissCommunity (www.swisscommunity.org) is a social network in which Swiss expatriates have a personal profile and can exchanges thematic information with other nationals living abroad. ] 


Swiss citizens abroad have, in the opinion of Honohan (2011), substantial external voting rights for federal elections[footnoteRef:14]. The process of their recognition was gradually (Braun, 2013). In a first period between 1977 and 1992, Swiss expatriates were obliged to return to Switzerland territory for casting their vote. Since July 1st 1992 until today, they can vote from their countries of residence via post mail[footnoteRef:15]. The vote right is not immediate. Swiss citizens have to require it. The possibility of being active and passive electors is allowed for all Swiss nationals living in a foreign country who are older than 18 years and, at the same time, are registered as expatriates in embassies or consulates general. An amount of 156.534[footnoteRef:16] Swiss voters were registered in the first semester of 2016 (20.54% of the total of Swiss expatriates officially recorded).  [14:  Some cantons let their expatriates to participate in cantonal elections. Until August 18th 2017, this was a right recognised in Zurich, Berne, Schwyz, Fribourg, Soleure, Bâle-Campagne, Grisons, Tessin, Neuchâtel, Genève and Jura (Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, 2017). ]  [15:  Swiss expatriates if they are temporarily in Switzerland at the time of elections, they can also vote in person in the ballot box. At the same time, some cantons were increasingly including the possibility of e-voting in federal referendums and elections. ]  [16:  When Swiss abroad voting rights were originally recognised, through the “Loi fédérale sur les droits politiques des Suisses de l’étranger”, only 2.272 people were recorded for voting in the first turnout (13.03.1977). In the last federal turn of referendums (21.05.2017), the total amount of voters registered was of 163.601 (Chancellerie fédérale, 2017). ] 


Specifically, at the federal level, Swiss expatriates can vote in elections for choosing the members of the National Council, in constitutional (mandatory) and facultative referendums and in casting ballots related to popular initiatives (Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, 2016). As their Swiss in Switzerland counterparts, in order to promote an enlightened participation, they receive via post mail some weeks before each election the official voting papers with the explanatory brochure provided by the Federal Council. Furthermore, they can sign the sheets for promoting popular initiatives and facultative referendums. In other words, they also have policy-shaping capabilities even residing overseas. Swiss overseas can also send individual and collective petitions[footnoteRef:17] to the political authorities.  [17:  This is a right recognised in the Swiss constitution for all persons regardless their nationality. The petitions may have the form of a demand, suggestion or complaint. Authorities are formally obliged to notify the reception of the petition but they are not obliged to answer it. Nevertheless, in general authorities respond in some way to the petitioners. It has not to be conflated to the popular initiative dispositive whose aim is to get the organisation of a universal election about one particular topic.  Swiss abroad used it in order to promote the expansion of e-voting ballots in 2012. More information about this punctual use of this political dispositive is found in the next link: http://aso.ch/en/politics/petition-evoting. ] 


Despite of, in one side, the strong relationship between Switzerland and its diaspora around the world and, in the other side, the wide range of political rights recognised for Swiss expatriates, there are few academic efforts focused on generating empirical evidence about their patterns of political transnationalism. Most of them rely exclusively in the study of the process of incorporation of e-voting techniques for the facilitation of the casting of the Swiss population in general with special mention to expatriates (Braun, N., & Brändli, 2006; Gerlach and Gasser, 2009; Serdült et al., 2015) and of the Swiss abroad in particular (Serdült, 2010; Driza-Maurer, 2012). 

Some of the studies included in the latter type offered interesting insights about the profile of political active expatriates. The use of Internet voting by Swiss abroad tends to increase in relation to the geographical distance to the home country. As expected, knowing of IT increases the chances of the utilization of this channel (Germann et al., 2014a). Voters through Internet also tend to be young, male and member of upper classes. At the same time, e-voting does not seem to affect electoral mobilisation of overseas Swiss (Germann et al., 2014b). Only Germann et al. (2014a) applied some conceptual categories of interest for the field of political transnationalism. These scholars found that among expatriates those who votes online, in comparison to those who vote via post, have more level of political knowledge and political interest (attention), two of the civic competencies analysed in our research. 

It is hardly to find studies about Swiss expatriates in which the online voting is not the main focus[footnoteRef:18]. One of them is the short note of Nadja Braun (2013). This author presented, in a very structured way, the history of Swiss population living abroad and, at the same time, described some political patterns of the members of this European diaspora: its levels of (a) enrolment for casting, (b) voting and (c) presence in the Swiss parliament. Michael Hermann (2011) and Thomas Milic (2015b) described the ideological and voting pattern of Swiss expatriates in federal elections of 2011 and 2015 respectively[footnoteRef:19]. At the same time, Milic explored the levels of political interest on Swiss political system of the members of the diaspora. He founded a high similarity among the way in which compatriots see the problems in and out of the Swiss border[footnoteRef:20].  [18:  Under the format of divulgation articles in non-scientific magazines related to the Swiss diaspora community, there is information published about the political pattern of Swiss expatriates (Mariani, 2015; Milic, 2016; Jaberg, 2017; Raaflaub, 2017). These publications always have a strong emphasis on reporting about voting behaviour of members of the diaspora. ]  [19:  Milic (2016) suggested that, despite of recent gains by the Swiss People `s Party among expatriates, members of the diaspora tend to vote more leftist options with a clear preference for the Social Democrats. Green Party also performed better among voters overseas than with voters at the home country.]  [20:  In spite of this overlapping in outlooks, there are some topics in which the distance between Swiss abroad and in the home country is significant. Those thematic areas are European Union and migration/refugee dynamics (Milic, 2016). ] 


As it is easy to detect, most of the empirical evidence about political profile of Swiss abroad is concentrated on those expatriates who have participated in recent e-voting processes. Until this point of time, there is only one research effort with focus on detecting political patterns among Swiss abroad beyond their condition of electors (Schlenker et al., 2016). At the same time, its authors aimed their glance, not in the entire diaspora as in the previously commented studies, but in particular countries of settlement of Swiss emigrants. Nevertheless, their analysis only explored pattern of political transnationalism among Swiss emigrants residing in other developed countries (US, France, Italy and Germany). On the contrary, this chapater is part of a major academic research in which, through the screening of the civic competencies of Latin American Swiss, the main purpose is to generate data about the political transnationalism trends of the Switzerland`s diaspora settled in developing countries. 

III) Civic competences as indicators of political transnationalism patterns

The civic competencies are those personal skills relevant for the facilitation of life of citizens in democratic contexts. They are the assets through which individuals can have a voice in political systems. An adequate level of their distribution among the populations is thought as the best instrument for the promotion of a healthy democratic regime (Tocqueville, 1956; Lipset, 1987; Waldstein y Reiher, 2001, Torney-Purta et al., 2007). 

Good marks of quality of democracy are only guaranteed through an active citizenry selecting and controlling political authorities and the manner in which they design and execute public policies (Levine and Molina, 2007). Citizens are able to act in such a way due to the possession of civic competencies. As a consequence of this, when the political integration of migrants in settlement societies is studied, it is a common practice to measure their level of civic competencies as an indicator of their incorporation into the host democratic political system[footnoteRef:21] (Fennema and Tillie, 1999; Torney-Purta et al., 2006; Torney-Purta et al., 2007; Biderbost, 2010b). Although with exceptions, in general, civic competencies presented among them some kind of circularity (a civic competency tend to produce other civic competency) and it is expected to find in one specific individual a similar (positive or negative) sign (but not intensity) for each one of his/her civic assets (Finkel and Ernest, 2003; Gastil and Xenos, 2010; Biderbost, 2014).  [21:  Sometimes, these civic competencies are named, in these studies, under the conceptual umbrella of political attitudes (Maxwell, 2010; Morales, 2011; González-Ferrer, 2011). ] 


If civic competencies are useful for knowing the type of relationship between non-citizen residents (immigrants) and the political system of the host societies, there is no theoretical obstacle for making use of them for measuring the same link between non-resident citizens (expatriates) and the political system of their home countries. Quality of democracies of sending societies also is expanded when expatriates overseas express interest about political mechanisms in their societies of origin. Political transnationalism patterns of members of any diaspora may be perfectly explored through these capabilities.  

Under the conceptual umbrella of civic competencies, different authors have listed a limited number of skills considered necessary for letting citizens have a real voice in politics. In general, among these competencies of political nature, there are two subgroups: one composed by attitudinal elements and other including behavioural components (Morales and Morariu, 2011). At the same time, these civic assets cover one type (the broad one) of transnational political practices described in the literature (Itzigsohn et al., 1999). 

In first place, authors have talked about the importance of political knowledge. It is the quantity of information about the political reality and the capability for connecting them that is possible to detect in one specific citizen or community. Those societies better political knowledge-equipped have more tools for exercising accountability on their political representatives (Langton and Jennings, 1968; Fraile, Ferrer and Martín, 2007).
 
A second important competence is the political attentiveness[footnoteRef:22]. It refers to the level of interest that individuals have in relation to political processes and the mechanisms used for obtaining political information (Torney-Purta et al.; 2007; Giugni and Morales, 2011). Those who have high levels of it can take easily decisions linked to political matters. In comparison to other civic capabilities, it is the one requiring less levels of effort (White et. al., 2008; Biderbost, 2014).  [22:  In this text, political attentiveness, political attention and political interest are interchangeably used. ] 


Political efficacy is the third relevant competence. It has two dimensions (Balch, 1974; Wu, 2003). The internal one is related to the self-described capability for understanding politics expressed by the individuals. The second one is linked to the self-described capability for having an influence in the political scenery (Easton and Dennis, 1967; Craig and Maggiotto, 1982; Pasek et al., 2008). Without a good combination of both sorts of efficacy people would answer in an apathetic way to the stimulus offered by the democratic political systems (Craig, Niemi and Silver, 1990). 

A fourth civic skill is the classic political participation[footnoteRef:23].  This concept covers all the practical activities of political nature, with the purpose of impacting in the political agenda or at least expressing adherence to some political ideology, in which a person is involved.  These activities can be classified taking into account their grades (intensity or compromise demanded to the people executing them) (Conge, 1988; Burns et al., 2001). Different grades denote, at the same time, different levels of personal involvement by the citizens (from casting a ballot to being an elected public official) (Milbrath and Goel, 1977; Verba et al., 1995; Gastil and Xenos, 2010).  [23:  Some authors add the political tolerance as the fifth civic competence (Torney-Purta et al., 2007; Biderbost, 2014). It is described as the capability expressed by the individuals of accepting the presence/existence of political ideas opposed to their own ideas or preferences. ] 


These four civic competencies were those explored among the Swiss diaspora living in Latin American countries in order to identify their relationship patterns to the political institutions of their home country.  The Swiss political system, as an effect of the direct democracy artefacts that it includes, favour (at least, from a theoretical point of view) an active role of its citizens. This text is part of a research trying to test this idea with one specific segment of Switzerland `s emigration. Figure 1 mentions one theoretical descriptor for each competence and exhibits the expected causal relationship among them taking into account a recent revision of the literature on this matter (Biderbost, 2014).














Figure 1
Theoretical descriptors and causal relationship 
among civic competences


		
	The possession of civic competencies can be seen as the consequence of different experiences of political socialization (White et al., 2008; Biderbost, 2014). In the specific case of the expatriates, the level of political assets could be explained by the exposure theory. This suggests that the length of time that emigrants overseas have been exposed to the political system of the society of origin is a good predictor of their political ties to the home country. The theory of transference offers other explanation of political transnational patterns of expatriates. For it, the socio-demographic background at the host society could contribute to the understanding of the political attachment to the motherland.  
IV) Data and methods

Among the Swiss settled in Latin America, 48.344 were in December 31st 2016 potentially voters because they were 18 years old or more at that moment. This sounds to be few but it represents more than the population of five cantons (Uri, Obwalden, Nidwalden, Glarus and Appenzell Innerrhoden) and exceeds the quantity of inhabitants in cities such as Fribourg, La Chaux-de-Fonds, Locarno, Neuchâtel and Aarau (Swiss Federal Statistical Office, 2017)[footnoteRef:24]. [24:  If, as an estimator of the real number of registered voters in Latin America, a similar percentage (20.54%) of electors to that found for the entire population of Swiss abroad is used, around 13.066 expatriates could have required this right. Information about real quantity of voters (those who have required that right) in each country (or region) of the world is not easy to be constructed. This is due to the fact that the data about Swiss abroad electors is compiled at commune and cantonal level. ] 


A virtual survey was sent via SurveyMonkey in 2016 summer in order to detect the political transnational patterns of the Swiss citizens in Latin America. The questionnaire was delivered in Spanish, Portuguese and German. The channels used for getting them were the official and no officials Swiss societies/associations in this region[footnoteRef:25]. Swiss expatriates were also personally contacted via Facebook and SwissCommunity.org, the social network of the Switzerland `s diaspora. At the same time, the Spanish version of Swissinfo promoted the research through a reportage[footnoteRef:26]. Making use of a snowball strategy, each respondent was invited to re-send the survey to a compatriot fulfilling the same requirement (residence in Latin America).  [25:  The distinction between them resides on the fact that the former are affiliated to the Organization of the Swiss Abroad. 38 official Swiss societies are active nowadays in the region.  ]  [26:  This is the link where the commented reportage is placed: https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/la-v-suiza-y-la-pol%C3%ADtica_encuesta-para-los-suizos-en-am%C3%A9rica-latina/42293444 ] 


622 answers were collected. Some of them were eliminated because the respondents did not hold, at that moment, the Swiss passport. A total of 539 cases were included in the final sample. They covered, with the exception of Cuba, all the Latin American countries. Data was collected about different group of variables of interest: sociodemographic background, migratory trajectory, civic competencies and ideological identity[footnoteRef:27].  Migrants were also invited to include any impression about the survey in a section for comments.   [27:  This last dimension was collected in order to detect continuities and discontinuities among societies of origin and societies of reception in the ideological self-placement of the respondents. Results about this dimension are not included in this document. ] 


	Data are analysed in this paper, firstly, through indicators of Descriptive Statistics. Their application let obtain a general landscape of the main characteristics of the respondents of the survey. Secondly, Multiple Correspondence Analysis (MCA) was used. This tool is frequently used for analysing a set of observations described by a set of nominal variables. MCS is helpful for both exploring the sample and distinguishing conceptual components in it (Abdi and Valentin, 2007; Husson and Josse, 2014). MCA was applied in order to know the relationship between, in one side, the demographic and migratory group of variables and, in the other side, the whole toolkit of civic competences. Data were processed with IBM SPSS 24.0. 

V) Findings and analysis

In this section, in first place, findings about the sociodemographic background will be described and analysed. Secondly, the migratory background of the respondents will be reported and systematized. As a third moment, distribution of civic competencies among Swiss expatriates in Latin America will be introduced. Finally, results of the application of MCA will be commented and discussed. 
Sociodemographic background 

Swiss citizens born in Latin American countries represents 60.9% of the final sample. The remaining group of the respondents (39.1%) is composed by Swiss nationals who were born in the mother country[footnoteRef:28]. In the Swiss social and political tradition, the canton of origin of a citizen is like a sort of distinctive stamp. Regardless his/her real birthplace, the former is the information identifying, in Swiss ID cards, where a person comes from. Cantons of origin could also be identified as a useful (but not flawless), heuristics for catching urban/rural and cultural-linguistic background of Switzerland`s nationals. The distribution, among the respondents, of cantons of origin, although imperfectly, is representative of the current proportion of population by districts in the native land. This similarity makes of “canton of origin” a variable theoretically not relevant for explaining dissimilarities, using aggregate values, among Swiss abroad and at home country. Table 1 summarizes the information related to the last point in relation to the six cantons with more presence in the sample.  [28:  The percentage distribution of the respondents, taking into account their countries of settlement, is similar to the one identified for the general Swiss population in the region. ] 


Table 1
Proportions of respondents by canton of origin versus 
distribution of Swiss population in the home country

	Canton of origin
 (from more to less presence in the sample) 
	Proportion of respondents 
in the survey 

	Share of population of the canton in relation to whole Swiss population
	Difference

	Bern
	15.5%
	12.2%
	+3.3

	Zürich
	15.0%
	17.6%
	-2.6

	St. Gallen
	10.3%
	5.9%
	+4.4

	Argau
	8.2%
	7.8%
	+0.4

	Ticino
	8.2%
	4.2%
	+4.0

	Valais
	5.1%
	4.3%
	+0.8



Gender distribution of the answers to the survey is male biased (56,8% of the respondents). If the fact of responding a questionnaire of this kind is considered as an indicator of political interest, these results are not incongruent to patterns historically reported by Political Science studies (Bennett and Bennett, 1989; Verba et al. 1997). Similar results also have been found in previous studies about the online voting performance in the same target of study (Driza, et al., 2012, German et al., 2014a). 

The distribution of the respondents among age groups does not show any peak. Answers of young, middle-aged and older adults are equally presented in the sample. This pattern matches to previous findings in research about the online political behaviour of Swiss expatriates. As Germann et al. (2014) suggested in their study, the use of a virtual channel for collecting the information could be acting as a compensator of age effects. 

On the contrary, when the education level of the respondents is taken into account, 67.4% of those surveyed has, at least, a complete bachelor degree. Furthermore, 24.4% of the members of the sample counts on a postgraduate diploma. Types of occupation of the respondents are more diverse. The three job profiles more frequent are those of private sector employee (23.3%), independent professional (20.7%) and entrepreneur/businessman (17.0%). 

The mastery of Swiss languages is other interesting indicator of the socio-demographic profile of the Helvetic population abroad. Distribution of national languages speaking skills shows, although not identical, a similar pattern to the one seen in the home country (Federal Statistical Office, 2016). High level of knowledge of German is reported by 36.3% of the respondents. High French competencies are reported by 27.3% of the surveyed. Only an 8.6% of answerers say that they are fluent Italian speakers. Deep Romansh-speaking capabilities is reported by just a 0.6% of the members of the sample.  

Migratory background 

	The sample shows that, contrary to what it could be thought, Swiss Latin Americans are mostly composed by 1st (43.1%) and 2nd (25.2%) generations migrants coming from the motherland[footnoteRef:29]. Moreover, 31.4% of the surveyed haven been at least 20 years in the country of origin. This “personal history” closeness to the political reality of Switzerland could act, as the exposure theory suggests, as an activator of transnational political practices.  [29:  As it is very common in migration processes, these percentages do not exactly describe to the first people who began the movement among countries. In many cases, Swiss descendants of original first migrants have returned to the home country during specific periods of time during their lives. Of course, this situation increases the number of those who are incorporated into the category of first generation migrants. What is important, in a research of this kind, is capturing the closeness to Swiss political reality in personal biographies. ] 


	When the time of departure from Switzerland is analysed, 32.5% of the members of the sample says that that moment took place, at least, 11 years ago. Similar figures (26.7%) are described for talking about the quantity of years (at least 11) that migrants have been settled in the host society. This finding could indicate the activation of an opposite mechanism to the one described in the previous paragraph: a long time distance from the moment of abandoning the home country, even in first generation migrants, may act as a des-attachment factor of Swiss political reality.  

Main drivers of migration processes have been, taken into account the voice of the respondents, in first place, the looking for economic and job opportunities (46.7%) and, in a second place, family reasons (21.9%). The thirst for new experiences is the third most cited reason for leaving Switzerland behind (16.4%). From a theoretical point of view, neither of the exposed reasons could be exclusively understand as a motivator or a des-motivator of transnational political practices. 

Civic competencies 

	Levels of political knowledge among Swiss Latin Americans are high. However, percentages of corrects answers tend to diminishes when doses of sophistication increase in the formulation of the questions. This civic competency was measured through three different indicators. Firstly, respondents were asked if they could name a referendum or population initiative election taken place in the previous five years. 76.4% of the answerers said they were able to remember one of these events and, at the same time, they could describe some features of a specific ballot. 
	
	Secondly, a similar percentage can be found in relation to how well Swiss Latin Americans know the duration of the appointment of the Swiss president. A 73.9% answered correctly and said that it lasts one year. Nevertheless, in the case of the third indicator, the percentage of adequate answers diminished to 64.7% when respondents were asked about the process through which members of the Federal Council (equivalent to ministers) are chosen. 
	
	It is important to remark that, at least in this sample of Swiss Latin Americans, levels of political knowledge seem to be higher than among Swiss citizens who are living in developed countries such US, France, Italy and Germany (Schlenker et al., 2016)[footnoteRef:30]. At the same time, similar results have been found in studies about levels of political knowledge among Swiss young adult population residing in the home country (Koller, 2014).  [30:  When the average of answers to the three indicators is generated, the value of political knowledge for the Swiss Latin Americans is around 71.66%. This percentage diminishes to 54.0% in the case of Swiss citizens living in neighbouring European countries plus US. More insights are needed in order to explain this wide gap. Further samples must include Swiss expatriates living in countries with different political and economic features.  ] 


Swiss migrants settled in Latin America said that they are politically attentive. This civic competency was measured through two indicators: the frequency of following Swiss political news in different mass media and the frequency of talking about Swiss politics to members of social circle. In the case of the former, expatriates expressed that they look for information with focus in Swiss political reality in a regular basis (56.8% of the total of respondents). This percentage increases to 90.4% when those occasionally consuming Swiss political news are also included. Only a 9.6% declared not having or having exceptionally a contact to Swiss news. 

In the case of the latter, the percentages showed a strong descend.  Those who discuss in a regular basis with relatives, friends or job colleagues about Swiss politics are only a 21.5% of the answerers. When occasionally discussants are included, the percentage grew to 71.5%. Those who reject to talk about Swiss political reality composed the 28.4% of the sample. This divergent pattern among the two indicators of political attentiveness seems to have an obvious explanation. While following political news is a non-demanding individual activity, discussing or talking about politics requires more effort (at least two interested people who have to make of this topic the focus of their chatting). 

Regardless the divergence among the two indicators of political attentiveness, the results are congruent to former empirical evidence in which this civic competency showed a higher value in comparison to the rest of the civic assets because it requires less personal efforts (White et al., 2008; Morales and Morariu, 2011; Biderbost, 2014). Similar levels of political attentiveness to those found for Swiss Latin Americans in this research are been detected among Swiss population residing in the home country (Blais, 2014) and for Swiss emigrants living in developed host states (Schlenker et al., 2016). 

Both dimensions of political efficacy were measured among Swiss Latin Americans. Although internal dimension showed a slightly higher value than its external counterpart (73.9% versus 71.0%), Swiss expatriated in this region of the world declared having a deep comprehension of the features of the Switzerland political system and, at the same time, they expressed having a voice in Swiss politics. These results are not surprising in the current context. Swiss emigrants are increasingly aware of their electoral power and have become into a strong political lobby for the promotion of a universal extension of e-voting mechanisms (Swissinfo, 2017b). 

When these figures are compared to equivalent results among Swiss population in the motherland, the analysis showed that Latin American expatriates performed 30% better (Blais, 2014). A reason for this difference may be found in the fact that Swiss expatriates are mostly only exposed to the political complexities of the federal level of government. Swiss citizens residing in the home country, on the contrary, are exposed to a multilevel direct democracy political system in which the doses of political complexity are clearly bigger. Nevertheless, this explanation must be considered with caution. This is due to, although the conceptual definition of political efficacy is similar among the different researchers, operational definitions diverge. Only a future survey in which Swiss settled in the home country and abroad are equally included will generate credible comparable empirical evidence. Regrettably, there are not records of this kind for Swiss emigrants living in developed countries. 
	
	The last civic competency included in the survey is the political participation. This is the asset with the worst performance among Swiss expatriates. It was measured through three different indicators. Only 51.7% of respondents have formally activated, via a request to the Swiss embassies in the countries where they are settled, their right to vote. In the last 5 years, 40.9% of the members of the sample have voted at least once in referendum or election related to a population initiative process (typical instruments in the direct democracy Swiss political system). This percentage diminished to a poor 18.4% of positive answers when emigrants are asked about if they voted in the last federal election (October 2015). 

The gap between those Swiss Latin Americans who have requested the vote and those who actually voted is explained by the difficulties imposed by the ballot system via mail. Generally, the ballots arrive to Latin American countries after the elections in the home country or, with good luck, with not enough time for expatriates for returning them to the canton of origin in order to be included in the final records. 

	These figures do not collide to “Swiss in general turnout standards”. Switzerland average of participation in ballots is historically low in comparison to other Western countries. Voter fatigue (because of the frequent organisation of elections due to the direct democracy system), complexity of the political system and the use of the magic formula[footnoteRef:31] for appointing political representatives to the cabinet have been described as the promoting factors of its limited turnout (Blais, 2014).  [31:  Magic formula is the expression used for describing the way in which the Federal Council (Executive Branch) of the Swiss Confederation is composed. Although not a formal rule, this is an informal institution through which the presence of politicians representing both the four most voted political parties and linguistic areas is guaranteed in the Executive branch. ] 


	In comparison to previous civic competencies, Swiss Latin Americans fall behind their fellows residing in developed countries. While only a 18.4% voted in the federal election among those composing the former group, a 61% did it in the case of the latter (Schlenker et al., 2016). Two explanations can be offered for understanding this. In one side, geographical closeness to the home country may stimulate political participation. For example, many Swiss abroad settled in European countries are “frontaliers” or, in other words, they live in a foreign country (France, Italy and Germany) but they work in Swiss cantons (Geneva, Ticino or Zürich). They are not really disconnected from Swiss reality. In the other side, Swiss residing in European countries do not have the previously described problem in relation to the delivery by mail of official ballots. That clearly acts as a catalyst for their voting behaviour. 

Nevertheless, in this point, it is important to remember that both samples were not built using similar criteria. The one including Swiss expatriates in US, Italy, Germany and France exclusively includes citizens recorded in Swiss consulates. In other words, there is a bias in favour of those emotionally connected to the motherland. On the contrary, the sample incorporating Swiss Latin Americans was created counting on the support of organisations of the Swiss diaspora. 

When different components of each civic competence are added, two interesting patterns can be detected. Firstly, values of attitudinal civic competencies (knowledge, attentiveness and efficacy) are similar (between 0.7 and 0.8 points). This could be understood as the existence of a clear disposition for engaging in to political activities. Nevertheless, these expectations do not occur. On the contrary, behavioural civic competences stricto sensu (participation) represent only a half of the values (0.37) of the former group. Secondly, higher values are prevalent in civic attitudes through which citizens are not directly related (or interacting) to political institutions of the home country. Lower values are showed for the opposite group: they can be seen in conducts in which Swiss abroad are more closed connected to the national polities. Figure 2 describes the performance of the Swiss expatriates in Latin America in the different civic competencies. 

Figure 2
Performance of Swiss expatriates in Latin American countries



Multivariate findings 

	The application of the MCA technique describes the presence of two analytical dimensions. One of them is composed by variables related to the previously commented theory of exposure. Attitudinal civic competencies (internal dimension of political efficacy and political knowledge) seem to be better explained by the quantity of time that the expatriate has been under the influence of the Swiss society. Added to this, mastery in the use of German and French are resources through which Swiss emigrants have a better understanding of the Helvetic political system. 
	
	A second dimension is composed, using a lato sensu definition, by civic competencies of behavioural nature such as political participation, the external dimension of political efficacy and political attentiveness. Education is a clear explanatory variable in this second group. This could be understood, although in a limited way, as an indicator of some explanatory power recognised to the theory of transference (the one based on sociodemographic factors). Nevertheless, the empirical evidence is limited and data has to be more profoundly studied. 

Latin American country of residence is an explanatory factor for this second dimension. Two hypothesis, not exclusive, can be expressed in relation to this fact. The strength/weakness of the Swiss association environment in the country of settlement could act as a promoting variable of a proactive political behaviour. The performance of the local mail post service could be other reason due to the nature of the voting process for Swiss citizens abroad.

	Ideology and gender do not have any explanatory capability for understanding transnational political practices of Swiss expatriates in Latin American countries. Male condition is not, in comparison to previous research about Swiss abroad, an activator of civic competencies in relation to the political system of the home country (Driza, et al., 2012, German et al., 2014a). Canton of origin neither is an explanatory for any dimension. Figure 3 let the readers visualize both dimensions identified using MCA.










Figure 3
Dimensions identified after the use of MCA
[image: ]

VI) Concluding remarks 

This chapter is part of a bigger and innovative research effort through which transnational political practices of a Northern diaspora settled in developing countries are traced. In this sense, this research pretends to break an institutionalised tradition in studies of transnationalism mainly focused on the detection of pattern of political behaviour of “South going North” migrants. 

The level of civic competencies of attitudinal nature among Swiss citizens in Latin America describes a high intention of this diaspora for being connected to the political system of the motherland. However, levels of participation are surprising lower. A first plausible hypothesis for explaining this is the one related to two aspects of the nature of the voting abroad system: the enrolment for turnout is not immediate after the personal registration in Swiss embassies (a second step is required) and the obligation of sending the ballots via the post mail. 

The application of MCA technique gives preliminary support to the two theories of political socialization traditionally used for the study of the integration of migrants in receipt societies. In one side, variables related to the theory of exposure explain better civic competencies of attitudinal nature: length of time that a Swiss citizen lived in Switzerland favour high values in political knowledge and in the internal dimension of political efficacy. In the other side, level of education, a typical variable of the theory of transference, seems to be the main driver of civic competencies of behavioural nature (lato sensu). The Latin American country of residence of the Swiss citizens also promotes this second type of competencies.  Nevertheless, there is not yet enough information for describing the ways through which the settlement environment is producing this result.

In order to better contextualise the political performance of Swiss Latin Americans, more comparative studies are needed. They have to be designed at two levels. Firstly, transnational political practices must be identified and compared among Swiss expatriates across different continents and, consequently, including countries with different political (democracy versus authoritarian regimes) and economic (developed versus developing societies) backgrounds.  Secondly, political attitudes and behaviours of Swiss citizens regardless their place of residence must be also screened. Only in this manner indicators for the different civic competencies could be compared among Swiss citizens residing in the home country and overseas. 

No one doubts about the high levels of quality of democracy in the Swiss political system. Citizens of this country count on different mechanisms for participating in the political scenery and also for controlling their representatives. The fact itself of the formal extension of voting rights for citizens of Switzerland residing overseas is an example of the expansionary democratic logic of the Swiss regime. Nevertheless, the limited empirical evidence is suggesting that actually, for some Swiss expatriates, some practical features of the voting abroad system are frustrating their intention of having a say at the political system of the home country. The continuity, across the time, of the research agenda previously described could act as the generator of new data explaining the mechanisms through which these gaps between formal political rights recognised and their practical use are being shaped. 
VII) Appendix – Summary of variables 

Items and wording of questions 

Possession of Swiss citizenship 

Yes – No 

Variables related to socio demographic factors

Age: age in years 

Gender: Male – Female 

Canton of origin in Switzerland: Which is your canton of origin in Switzerland?

Education: No training, Primary incomplete, Primary complete, Secondary incomplete, Secondary complete, University incomplete, University complete, Postgraduate studies. 

Occupation (not excluding categories): Independent professional, Public sector employee, Private sector employee, Entrepreneur/Businessman, Retired, Domestic work, Student, Unemployed, Other. 

Levels of knowledge of German/French/Italian/Romansh: No knowledge, Low, Medium, High. 



Variables related to migratory background 

Migrant generation: First, Parents, Grandparents, Great grandparents, Parents of great grandparents. 

Reasons for migrating of the first Swiss out of Switzerland: Economic-job reasons, Family reasons, Political reasons, Studies, New experiences, Others. 

Length of time lived in Switzerland: How many years did you live in Switzerland? 

Length of time out of Switzerland: How many years ago did you depart from Switzerland?  

Latin American country of settlement: In which Latin American country do you reside?

Birth in the country of residence: Have you been born in the country where you reside? Yes – No 

Length of time in the country of residence: How many years have you lived in the country of residence? 

Variables related to civic competencies 

Frequency of reading in newspapers, listening to radio, watching TV and surfing in Internet about Swiss political news: never, almost never, sometimes, almost always, always. 

Frequency of talking about Swiss politics to relatives, friends and job colleagues: never, almost never, sometimes, almost always, always.

Knowledge about direct democracies ballots: Could you cite a topic submitted to a national ballot as referendum or popular initiative? Yes – No Which? 

Knowledge about the duration of the term of the Swiss President. Which is the duration of the term of the Swiss President? 1 year – 3 years - 5 years 

Knowledge about selection of federal councillors. How federal councillors are selected? By communes and cantons – By citizens in a direct ballot – By the Federal Parliament 

Political participation I. Are you registered for voting in Swiss elections? Yes – No 

Political participation II. Have you voted in the last federal election (October 2015) Yes – No

Political participation II. Have you voted, at least, one time in the last five years in one referendum or ballot related to popular initiative? Yes – No

Internal dimension of political efficacy. Do you believe that you understand the functioning of the Swiss political system? Yes – No 

External dimension of political efficacy. Do you believe that your vote has influence capabilities in the Swiss political system? Yes – No 
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