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If we are to assume that animals have a capacity for moral agency, then we must also assume a moral obligation to recognize their respective moral rights as well as their legal rights, in accordance with Donaldson and Kymlicka’s thesis, at least for those animals with whom we occupy a common environment and for those who form a significant part of the political community as co-citizens. As such, we must therefore examine, from a moral and legal standpoint, whether or not we may ethically benefit from the work of animals as completion of their duties as citizens, and, if so, the conditions of this contract. If we reach the conclusion that we may, in fact, benefit from the work of animals, we must then recognize a series of laboral rights in their regard. The matter is quite problematic because the right to work has always presumed the autonomy of will when one enters into a laboral contract which requires due compensation. As it stands, we must presume the autonomous will of the animals from whose work we benefit (for instance, guide dogs, police dogs, egg-laying hens, transport animals, etc.). We must examine the ethical implications of this presumption of autonomous will as well as whether, in the absence of autonomous will, it is morally sufficient to fill its void  with dignified working conditions. Some authors, such as Francione, argue that such a practice by definition constitutes an unequal and unjust relationship of domination and exploitation. In this paper, I will argue that exists a concept of animal citizenship that entails the recognition of their rights and duties as well as the minimum conditions of justice, solidified in the protection of a series of laboral rights that would permit the human benefit of animal labor only in some specific cases. Therefore, the distinction must be made between the right to work (understood in a reproductive sense as well as a productive sense as a right to social participation) and laboral rights owed to a specific position, which determine the minimum conditions of justice of said participation.
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