"The UN and counter-terrorism. The evolution of a global fight"

The United Nations had a significant role in the construction of the discourse on terrorism and in its shift towards the issues of radicalisation and extremism. The organisation has produced international legislation, norms and policies in relation to these security threats, and, because of its role at a global level, it has legitimised governmental actions. Based on a genealogy of the discourse of “terrorism” within the organisation and on a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) of the debates on this matter, this paper aims at deconstructing the discourse on “terrorism” that has been produced within the UN and the power relations that have guided this construction – safeguarding, legitimising and reinforcing the role of the states and of the same international organisation. The paper will also highlight how the shift from the concern with “terrorism” to the one of “radicalisation” and “extremism” has been constructed linguistically and the political consequences of this processes. Moreover, because of its focus on the UN – a global arena of conftrontation, the paper will also provide a theoretical reflection on how discourses can be constructed at an international level, how they legitimise state actors and their domestic implementation of intrusive and abusive policies.
