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Public intervention in the film sector is generally strong all around the world, since film is seen as a powerful medium for artistic creation, as well as an opinion shaper. Other reasons may be that film is a business sector with specific characteristics and production is usually cost intensive. The Spanish film industry, and independent film production in particular, depends on public aid, whether direct aid, fiscal incentives, or easy access to bank credit. Ever since the 2008 financial crisis, public policies on the cinema and television industries have influenced the possibility of films being produced in Spain.
The aim of this paper is to present the general framework that these policies have fostered. Consequently, it will examine quantitatively and qualitatively what films have been produced, and how they have been received by audiences.
The paper shows that the financial crisis has allowed the Spanish government to justify huge cutbacks in public spending for cultural products, films above all, especially since 2012. The reaction of the film industry has been diverse: average feature film production costs have decreased drastically; production times have increased for independent film projects, and finally, cinema dependency on television business groups has increased.

