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SHORT DESCRIPTION  
 

Asia-Pacific has become one of the most dynamic regions in the world. This change is 
motivated by aspects such as the high economic growth of a large part of the region 
during the last three decades. Other reasons for this growing importance are its 
geostrategic position, its large number of internal and external problems and the 
global repercussions of these conflicts. All this makes Asia-Pacific a crucial region to 
study and understand the present and future of international relations and global 
political and economic power. 
This course offers an introductory presentation on the history and culture of different 
regions of East Asia (China, Japan and the Korean Peninsula), with a special emphasis 
on the 19th and 20th centuries, that will help students understand the importance of 
Asia today. Throughout the course, different matters such as history, religion, society, 
politics, or different forms of culture will be addressed. 
This course will mainly address the cultures of East Asia. Special attention will be placed 
on material and visual culture. 
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CONTENTS AND STRUCTURE  
 

TOPIC 1: Introduction. Geopolitical regions of Asia 
TOPIC 2: Religious traditions of East Asia. Buddhism, Confucianism, Shinto 
TOPIC 3: Cross-cultural encounters. Western imperialism in East Asia. The arrival of the 
Southern Barbarians. 
TOPIC 4: Modern East Asia. History, society, politics. General features and challenges 
of modern Asian societies (China, Japan, the Korean Peninsula) 
TOPIC 5: Contributions of East Asia to world culture. Culture and politics: the soft 
power of traditional and contemporary culture. 

 
METHODOLOGY  

 

The course will be structured as follows: 
 
1. Theoretical background provided by the teacher in class (PPT presentations, 
videos, etc.) 
 
2. In class activities: case studies, group work and informal presentations, 
questionnaires, debates 
 
Independent learning techniques/activities: 
Throughout the course students will have to carry out independent learning activities: 
1.Readings 
2.Writing a research paper (readings and producing an academic piece of writing) 
 
 

 
 
ASSESSMENT AND GRADING 
Assessment type Assessment criteria Percentage 
FINAL EXAM Analytical skills; skills to organize and articulate the 

main concepts learnt during the course 
50% 

RESEARCH PAPER Topics and deadlines for the essay will be 
announced at the beginning of the course. 
Evaluation criteria: prove that the student has 
carried out an appropriate research and in-depth 
study of the paper topic, and that they are 
able to articulate an academic critical discourse 
and statement; use relevant academic 
bibliographical sources; use proper academic 
language.  
 

35% 

CLASS 
ATTENDANCE / 
PARTICIPATION 

Evaluation criteria: class attendance; active 
participation; fulfillment of weekly 
homework/activities/readings. 

15% 
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– Committing any serious academic misconduct, such as plagiarism of previously 

published material, or copying in the exam or any other graded activity, will imply 
not being able to pass the course in the ordinary assessment period. 
 

– At the beginning of the term the professor will announce the office hours for the 
course. Tutorials are an essential part of the development of the course, and 
students may attend tutorials during the course within those office times, but it is 
recommended that they are arranged in advance with the professor.  

 
– Any non-face-to-face learning activity that requires the submission of an 

assignment/document, etc. will be submitted by the student through Moodle, 
always in PDF format. 

 
– To be able to take the final exam, students must not have missed more than one 

third of the classes without justification. If this requirement is not met, the student 
may lose the right to be assessed both in the ordinary and extraordinary assessment 
period (art. 93-1 of the General Regulations). Failure to attend to the first hour of a 
two-hour lecture, means having missed the whole session in terms of attendance, 
regardless of whether or not the student the second hour. 

 
 
STUDENT WORKLOAD (in hours) 
CONTACT HOURS OUTSIDE CLASSROOM OVERALL  
60 90 150 
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