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DATOS ESPECÍFICOS DE LA ASIGNATURA

Contextualización de la asignatura

Aportación al perfil profesional de la titulación

The course "Terrorism and Counterterrorism" analyzes the main concepts, approaches, and manifestations of terrorism and

counterterrorism, with both historical and contemporary perspectives.

While terrorism has been a constant feature of human conflict for over two millennia, technological and social advances in the 19th and

20th centuries have amplified its potential impact on societies. This has influenced international relations, shaped strategic agendas, and

driven the development of specific strategies to address the terrorist threat.

Considering these elements, the course has three objectives:

1. To understand terrorism from a historical perspective, examining its evolution and links to technological, social, and political

developments. Particular focus will be on modern terrorism in the 20th century, exploring different waves of terrorism, their

characteristics, and how they emerged and disappeared.

2. To comprehend the organizational and ideological dynamics of terrorist groups, including the circumstances that lead to their

emergence and growth; their methods; relationships with other actors; forms of financing; goals; and their effects on domestic and

international security.

3. To analyze various counterterrorism strategies, from both a historical perspective that highlights possible approaches and a

functional perspective focusing on policy objectives.

This course is especially relevant for students aiming to focus on security policies against terrorist threats.

Prerrequisitos

No prior requirements are necessary.
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Competencias - Objetivos

Competencias

General Competencies

CG1: Acquire in-depth knowledge of the main vectors of international security that shape global geopolitical trends.

CG2: Understand the impact of new security threats on the management of international realities.

Specific Competencies

CE4: Develop a systemic vision capable of identifying security challenges in an interconnected manner.

CG7: Conduct a research project on international security with academic and scientific rigor.

BLOQUES TEMÁTICOS Y CONTENIDOS

Contenidos – Bloques Temáticos

1. Concept of Terrorism

Defining terrorism

Terror and terrorism

Elements and characteristics

Strategy, tactics, or ideology

2. History of Terrorism

Terrorism in historical perspective

Ancient manifestations of terrorism

Terrorism in the 19th Century

Terrorism in the 20th Century

Terrorism in the 21st Century

3. Terrorism as a Global Phenomenon

Individual features of terrorist

Inglehart ’s post materialist theory

Mental health and terrorism

Four Waves of Modern Terrorism

Actors, strategies and Modus Operandi

4. Psychology of Terrorism

Terrorism as an Identity

Terrorist radicalization

5. Counterterrorism. Main strategies.

Effectiveness of Terrorism

Main Types of counterterrorism
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Counterterrorist Main Actions

6. Counterterrorism in Spain

History of Terrorism in Spain

Regulation of Terrorism in Europe

Spanish Counterterrorist Strategy

Terrorism Legislation in Spain

METODOLOGÍA DOCENTE

Aspectos metodológicos generales de la asignatura

In-Person Methodology: Activities

1. Lectures

Sessions in which topics are presented clearly, structured, and engagingly. The professor explains concepts with active participation from

students, who debate unclear points or nuances important for a full understanding.

2. Group Work

Analysis of case studies. Students will complete analytical and reflective work based on a case study, reading, or prepared material, with

the aim of intellectually challenging the students.

 

Online Methodology: Activities

3. Personal Study and Documentation

Individual essay in which the student comprehends, develops, and retains scientific content. Independent reading of various texts (books,

journals, articles, news, reports, etc.) related to a subject agreed upon by the student and professor.

EVALUACIÓN Y CRITERIOS DE CALIFICACIÓN

1. Exam

A final exam with ten essay questions, each worth one point, covering topics discussed in class. This includes both lecture content

and required readings and news articles.

Weight: 50%

2. Individual Essay

Students must critically discuss the main points presented by the invited speakers. Optional guiding questions will be provided by

the teacher to help structure the essay.

Weight: 20%

3. Group Project

In groups of 2-3 students (depending on class size), students will give 20-30 minute presentations on individuals or organizations

involved in terrorist activities. The aim is to explain the political and historical context of the group or individual, describe their

motivations, and analyze the effectiveness of the group’s strategies and the state’s security forces in response.

Weight: 20%

4. Participation

Students must attend and participate throughout the course, particularly in debates on assigned readings and news articles posted

on the platform.
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Weight: 10%

Calificaciones

To be eligible to sit the ordinary exam session, students must not have unjustifiably missed more than one third of the classes. Failure to meet

this requirement may result in the loss of both the ordinary and extraordinary exam sessions (Art. 93.1 of the General Regulations).

Committing a serious academic offense—such as plagiarism of previously published materials, cheating during an exam or other assessed

activity, or failing to respect basic rules of conduct—may lead to disciplinary proceedings and the loss of two exam sessions.

The use of AI to generate entire assignments or substantial parts thereof, without citing the source or tool used, or when not explicitly allowed

in the assignment instructions, will be considered plagiarism and regulated in accordance with the University's General Regulations.

BIBLIOGRAFÍA Y RECURSOS

Bibliografía Básica

BAKKER, Edwin (2012): “Forecasting Terrorism: The Need for a More Systematic Approach”, Journal of Strategic Security 5, nº. 4. 69-84.

BLANCO, José María (2017): “The fight against jihadism in Spain. Special mention to Guardia Civil”, in Radicalism and Terrorism in the XXI

Century. https://www.peterlang.com/view/9783631706381/xhtml/chapter09.xhtml

DE LA CORTE, Luis (2018): “La yihad de Europa”, Informe del Centro Memorial de las Víctimas del Terrorismo, nº 4.

JARVIS, Lee (2014): “How Might we Evaluate Counterterrorism Policy: The Three W´s of Counterterrorism”, Eastminster, December 17, 2014.

Retrieved April 16, 2016 from: http://www.ueapolitics.org/2014/12/17/evaluate-counterterrorism-policy/

KUNDNANI, Arun (2012): “Radicalisation: the journey of a concept”, Race & Class, Vol. 54, No. 2. 

LUM, Cynthia and KENNEDY, Leslie W. (eds.) (2012): Evidence-Based Counterterrorism Policy, Springer.

NEUMANN, Peter R. (2013): “Trouble with radicalization”, International Affairs 89: 4(2013), pp 873-893

McCAULEY, Clark and MOSKALENKO, Sophia (2011): Friction. How Radicalization Happens to Them and Us, Oxford: University Press.

NESSER, Peter. y STENERSEN, A. (2014): “The modus operandi of Jihadi Terrorists in Europe”. Perspectives on Terrorism, Vol. 8, No 6. 

RADICALISATION AWARENESS NETWORK (2016): “The Root Causes of Violent Extremism”, RAN Issue Paper. RAN. 

RAPOPPORT, David C.: "The Four Waves of Modern Terrorism", en Croning, A. K y James Ludes (Eds.), Washington D. C: Georgetown

University Press, 2004.

REINARES, Fernando y GARCÍA CALVO, Carola (2016): Estado islámico en España, Madrid: Real Instituto Elcano, julio 2016

SAGEMAN, Marc (2014): The Stagnation in Terrorism Research, Routledge, Taylor and Group.

SCHMID, Alex P. (2013): “Radicalisation, De-Radicalisation, Counter-Radicalisation: A Conceptual Discussion and Literature Review”,ICCT

Research Paper, International Centre for Counter-Terrorism – The Hague. 
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SCHMID, Alex P. (2013): The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research, New York: Routledge Handbooks, Taylor and Francis Group.

TOBOSO, Mario (2016): “El terrorismo individual durante el año 2015: Recalibrando la amenaza” Análisis GESI 1/2016. Grupo de

Estudiossobre Seguridad Internacional. Universidad de Granada. 

TORRES-SORIANO, Manuel R. y TOBOSO, Mario (2019): “Five terrorist dystopias”, The International Journal of Intelligence, Security, and

Public Affairs, 21:1, 49-65.

VIDINO, Lorenzo (2011): Radicalization, Linkage, and Diversity. Current Trends in Terrorism in Europe, Santa Monica: RAND Corporation.

VV.AA. (2018): “The evolution of the Salafi-Jihadist Threat”, Center for Strategic and International Studies

(CSIS).https://www.csis.org/analysis/evolution-salafi-jihadist-threat

VV.AA. (2019): “Return and expand? The finances and prospects of the Islamic State after the Caliphate”, RAND Corporation.

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR3046.html

 

Bibliografía Complementaria

ANTÓN, Joan (Coord.) (2015): Islamismo yihadista, radicalización y contrarradicalización, Inteligencia y Seguridad, Tirant lo Blanch. 

BAR-ON, Tamir, PARADELA LÓPEZ, Miguel (2023). Limitations and inconsistencies of using the four waves of modern terrorism to

understand Latin America. Critical Studies on Terrorism. Núm. 16 (4), pp. 744-766. 

FOLEY, Frank (2013): Countering Terrorism in Britain and France. Institutions, Norms and the Shadow of the Past. Cambridge: University

Printing House.

JORDÁN, Javier (2012): "Una aportación empírica al debate teórico sobre la naturaleza organizativa del terrorismo yihadista en Europa

Occidental", Revista Española de Ciencia Política. Núm. 28, Marzo 2012, pp. 87-106.

LAYCOCK, Gloria (2012): “In support of evidence-based approaches: a response to Lum and Kennedy”, Policing, Vol. 6, No. 4, pp: 324-326.

NACIONES UNIDAS, Oficina de Drogas y Crimen (2014).  The use of the Internet for terrorist purposes.

https://www.unodc.org/documents/frontpage/Use_of_Internet_for_Terrorist_Purposes.pdf

REINARES, Fernando, GARCÍA CALVO, Carola y VICENTE, Álvaro (2019): Yihadismo y yihadistas en España. 15 años después del 11-M,

Madrid: Real Instituto Elcano. 

TORRES-SORIANO, Manuel R. (2017): “Propaganda as a threat indicator: the case of Spain”, Terrorism and Political Violence.

TORRES-SORIANO, Manuel R. (2019): “How do terrorists choose their targets for an attack”, Terrorism and Political Violence.
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