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Abstract- 

Purpose of Review
Non-firm (flexible) grid connection agreements are emerging as a fast, lower-cost
alternative to traditional firm access for integrating renewable and distributed
energy resources (DERs). This review examines:&nbsp;Which types of non-firm
agreements exist, how are they implemented, and what lessons can be drawn from
recent regulatory pilots?
Recent Findings
Literature and pilot projects reveal four predominant models of non-firm grid
connections: capacity-limited, time-limited, dynamic operating envelopes, and
fully flexible based access. These models are being formalised through legislation
or regulatory guidance in the United Kingdom, Australia, Spain, and in various
countries of the European Union. Their implementation is increasingly supported
by digital monitoring and growing links to local flexibility markets.
Summary
Flexible connections can reduce connection costs by up to 80% and halve
leadtimes, while safely expanding hosting capacity. Key challenges are
curtailment predictability, compensation, and alignment with emerging market
platforms. Clear, standardised regulatory frameworks and interoperable digital
solutions are essential for scaling these agreements and accelerating DER
integration.
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