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Context of the course 

Summary 

It analyses migration dynamics in historical perspective, especially the period of contemporary 
migration. It studies the and patterns of global migration from the 1970s to the present day. In this 
case, it points to some of the most recent of the most recent dynamics and relevant data on 
international migration. It also briefly examines migration dynamics in different regions at the global 
level. It also briefly examines migration dynamics in the different regions of the world, in the Americas, 
Europe, Africa and Asia-Pacific. And, finally, it a recapitulation of the main issues identified on the 
historical dynamics of migration 

 

 
 

Competences – Goals 

Competences 

BASICS 

CB08 Students  are  able  to  integrate  knowledge  and  deal  with  the  complexity  of  making 
judgements on the basis of incomplete or limited information, including reflections on 
social and ethical responsibilities linked to the application of their knowledge and 
judgements. 

GENERAL 

CG01 Acquire knowledge in the various areas of study based on advanced reading and textbooks 
and including knowledge from the forefront of the study of human mobility and 
international migration. 

CG02 To know how to apply and integrate their knowledge in the field of human mobility and 
international migration, their understanding, their scientific basis and their problem- 
solving skills in new and vaguely defined environments, including multidisciplinary 
contexts for both researchers and practitioners highly specialized. 

CG03 Be able to manage appropriate information, searching for and analysing different sources 
and know how to synthesise and analyse relevant data in order to make judgements that 
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 include a reflection on relevant social, scientific or ethical issues within the field of human 
mobility and international migration. 

CG04 Be  able  to  convey  information, ideas,  problems  and  solutions to  an  audience both 
specialized and non-specialized in international migration and human mobility. 

SPECIFIC 

CE01 Understanding travel, human mobility and international migration through time. 

CE02 Understand the fundamental concepts of sociology linked to the migration issue. 

CE03 Understand the economic issues related to international migration, both from the point of 
view of the subject as well as from the perspective of the environment. 

CE04 Understanding the principles of social psychology applicable to the migratory field. 

CE05 To know the Law of foreigners and immigration in the universal scope and the operation 
of international organizations. 

CE06 To understand the new forms of citizenship and the approaches of political philosophy to 
the field of migration. 

CE08 Knowledge of the law on foreigners and immigration in world migration systems. 

CE12 To understand the symbolic dimension of human mobility: religion, ethnicity, diversity, 
conflict. To acquire a basic knowledge of the theology of migration. 

 

 
 

CONTENTS AND MODULES 

MIGRATION DYNAMICS 

Classic Migration Theories 

1.   Economic theories: from the neoclassical economy to the new economy of migration 
2.   Structuralist theories: from the segmentation of the labor market to the theory of the 

world-system. 
3.   Integrated theories: from the theories of social capital to cumulative causality. 
4.   A synthetic theoretical account to understand migrations 

Other approaches to the study of migration and the agency-structure opposition 

1.   Migration as a 'total social fact 
2.   Beyond the system-world: the ecology-world 
3.   Migratory systems 
4.   Hein de Haas' Positive and Negative Freedom 
5.   Habitus, country and capital of Pierre Bourdieu 
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HISTORICAL DYNAMICS OF MIGRATION 

Situating contemporary migrations 
1.   The 70's and 80's 
2.   From the 90's onwards 
3.   Recent global migration trends and data 

MAIN TRENDS AND PATTERNS OF MIGRATION IN THE VARIOUS REGIONS 
1.   Migration in America 
2.   North America 
3.   Latin America and the Caribbean 
4.   Migrations in Europe 
5.   Migration in Africa 
6.   North Africa 
7.   Sub-Saharan Africa 
8.   Migration in the Asia-Pacific region 

TYPES AND DEFINITIONS OF MIGRATION 

TYPOLOGIES OF MIGRATIONS 
1.   TYPES OF MIGRATION ACCORDING TO CAUSES 

a.   LABOR MIGRATIONS 
b.   MIGRATIONS FOR FAMILY REASONS 
c.   MIGRATIONS FOR MAJOR CAUSES OR FORCED MIGRATIONS 
d.   STUDY MIGRATIONS 
e.   RETURN MIGRATIONS 

2.   OTHER TYPES OF MIGRATIONS, REGULAR" VS. "IRREGULAR" MIGRATION 
 

 
 

METHODOLOGY ASPECTS 
 

 
 

HOURS OF WORK 

ON-SITE HOURS 

ONLINE HOURS 

Online  tutorials:  brief 
theoretical 
presentation   by   the 
teacher  of the 
contents   of the 
program and reflection 
on the more complex 
sections,    providing 
relevant information 
to the student 

Personal study of the student 
who will work on the concepts 
dealt with in the study document 
or in the master classes,  
reviewing  the  work done and 
taking multiple-choice tests  
where  students  identify the 
correct answer within a limited 
series of alternatives. 

 

Forum: 
development   of 
discussion forums 
through  the 
Internet, where 
students   provide 
feedback  on   the 
topics of proposed 
discussion. 

 

Individual final 
work, carrying 
out the main 

evaluation 
exercise where 
the knowledge 
acquired in the 
subject must be 

applied 

7.50 90.00 
 

15.00 
 

37,50 

CRÉDITOS ECTS: 6,0 (150,00 horas) 
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EVALUATION AND SYSTEM OF EVALUATION 

 
Evaluation Activities 

Evaluation 
criteria 

 
Weight 

Practical case studies related to the contents of the 

contents of the course 

 

As indicated by 
the teacher 

 
70% 

 
Participation on the online forum 

 

As indicated by 
the teacher 

 
30% 

 
BASIC REFERENCES  

 
TEMA 1: 

 
ARANGO, J. (2000). Enfoques conceptuales y teóricos para explicar la migración. En Revista Internacional de Ciencias 

Sociales, 165, septiembre, pp. 33-47. 

BRETTELL, C. y HOLLIFIELD, J.F. (2015). Migration theory: talking across disciplines. Nueva York: Routledge 

BORJAS, G. J. (1989). Economic Theory and International Migration. En International Migration Review, 23(3), pp. 457–485. 

CASTELLS,  M. (1995). La ciudad informacional.  Tecnologías  de la Información,  reestructuración  económica  y el 

proceso urbano- regional. Madrid: Alianza Editorial. 
 

COX, R. (1987). Production, Power, and World Order: Social Forces in the Making of History. Nueva Yo 

University Press. FRANK, A.G. (1967). Capitalism and Underdevelopment in Latin America: Historical 

Brazil. Nueva York: Monthly Review Press 

 

rk: Columbia 

Studies of Chile and 

 

 

 
HARRIS, M. (1979). Cultural Materialism: The Struggle for a Science of Culture. Nueva York: Random House. 

JIMENEZ,  C. (2018). Sayad en uso: trayectorias  y proyectos  migratorios  como herramientas  de análisis.  En G. 

AVALLONE  y E. SANTAMARÍA (coords.). Abdelmalek Sayad: Una lectura crítica. Migraciones, saberes y luchas (pp. 75-92). 

Madrid: Dado Ediciones . KING, R y SKELDON, R. (2010). ‘Mind the Gap!’ Integrating Approaches to Internal and 

International Migration. En Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 36(10), pp. 1619-1646. 

LEWIS, W.A. (1954). Economic Development with Unlimited Supplies of Labour. En The Manchester School, 22(2), pp. 

139-191. MASSEY, D. S., y ESPAÑA, F. G. (1987). The Social Process of International Migration. En Science, 237 (4816). 

MASSEY,  D.S., ARANGO,  J., HUGO, G., KOUAOUCI,  A. y PELLEGRINO,  A. (1998): Worlds  in Motion:  Understanding 

International 

Migration at the End of the Millennium. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

MASSEY, D.S. (1990). The Social and Economic Origins of Immigration. En The ANNALS of the American Academy of 

Political and 

Social Science, 510(1), pp. 60–72. 

(2017). Comprender las migraciones internacionales. Teorías, prácticas y políticas migratorias. Barcelona: 

Bellaterra. MYRDAL, G. (1957). Economic Theory and Under-developed Regions. London: Duckworth. 

PENNINX, R., BERGER, M., & KRAAL, K. (Eds.). (2006). The Dynamics of International Migration and Settlement in Europe: A 

State of the Art. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press. 

 

PIORE, M.J. (1979). Birds of Passage: Migrant Labor and Industrial Societies. Nueva York: Cambridge University Press. 

PORTES, A. [documento  de trabajo] (2007). Migration  and Development:  A Conceptual  Review of the Evidence. 

Princepton:  The 

 



5 
 

 
 

Center for Migration and Development – Princeton University. 

RAVENSTEIN, E.G. (1885). The laws of migration. Journal of the Statistical Society, 48(2), pp. 167-235 

TAYLOR,  J.E. (1986). “Differential  migration,  networks,  information,  and risk”. En O. STARK (Ed.), Migration,  human 

capital and development, research in human capital and development (pp. 141–173). Nueva York: JAI Press. 

(1992). Remittances and inequality reconsidered: Direct, indirect, and intertemporal effects. En Journal of Policy 

Modeling, 

14(2), pp. 187-208. 

THOMAS, W. y ZNANIECKI, F. (1984). The polish peasant in Europe and America. Boston: William Badger. 

TODARO, M.P. y MARUSZKO, L. (1987). Illegal Migration and US Immigration Reform: A Conceptual Framework. En 

Population and 

Development Review, 13(1), pp. 101-114. 

SASSEN, S. (1999): Guests and Aliens. Nueva York: The New Press. 

(2001). The global city: New York, London, Tokyo. Princeton: Princeton University 

Press.. STARK, O. (1991). The migration of labor. Cambridge: Basil Blackwell. 

STARK, O. y TAYLOR, J.E. (1989). Relative Deprivation and International Migration. En Demography, 26(1), pp. 1-14. 

WALLERSTEIN, I. (1979). El moderno sistema mundial. La agricultura capitalista y los orígenes de la economía-mundo 

europea en el siglo XVI. Madrid: Siglo XXI Editores. 

(1984) El moderno  sistema mundial II. El mercantilismo  y la consolidación  de la economía-mundo  europea, 

1600-1750. México: Siglo XXI Editores 

(2004): “The Modern  World-System  as a Capitalist  World-Economy:  Production,  Surplus Value, and Polarization”. 

En I. Wallerstein, World-Systems Analysis. An Introduction, Durham: Duke University Press, pp. 23-41. 

WILLIAMSON, O. (1986). The Mechanisms of Governance. Nueva York: Oxford University Press 

 

TEMA 2: 

 
ARANGO, J. (2000). Enfoques conceptuales y teóricos para explicar la migración. En Revista Internacional de Ciencias 

Sociales, 165, septiembre, pp. 33-47. 

ARCHER, M. (1988). Culture and Agency: The Place of Culture in Social Theory. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

AVALLONE, G. (2018). “Las migraciones entre autonomía  y relaciones de fuerza”. En G. AVALLONE y E. SANTAMARÍA 

(coords.). 

Abdelmalek Sayad: Una lectura crítica. Migraciones, saberes y luchas (pp. 59-74). Madrid: Dado Ediciones 

. BERLIN, I. (2014). Dos conceptos de libertad. El fin justifica los medios. Mi trayectoria intelectual. Madrid: 

Alianza BOURDIEU, P. (1972). Esquisse d'une theorie de la pratique. Paris: Droz. 

(1998). La distinción. Criterio y bases sociales del gusto. Madrid: Taurus. 

CASTLES,  S. (2010).  Understanding  Global  Migration:  A Social  Transformation  Perspective.  En Journal  of Ethnic  and 

Migration 

Studies, 36 (10) pp. 1565-1586. 

DE  HAAS,  H.  (2014).  Migration  theory:  Quo  vadis?  En  IMI  Working  Paper  No.  100  /  DEMIG  Project  Paper  No.  24. 

Oxford: International Migration Institute. 

JIMENEZ,  C. (2018). Sayad en uso: trayectorias  y proyectos  migratorios  como herramientas  de análisis.  En G. 

AVALLONE  y E. SANTAMARÍA (coords.). Abdelmalek Sayad: Una lectura crítica. Migraciones, saberes y luchas (pp. 75-92). 

Madrid: Dado Ediciones . MEZZADRA, S. (2012). Capitalismo, migraciones y luchas sociales. La mirada de la autonomía. En 

Nueva Sociedad, 237, pp. 159-178 

MOORE, J.W. (2003). The Modern World-System as Environmental History? Ecology and the Rise of Capitalism. En Theory & 

Society 

32(3), pp. 307-377 

MORAWSKA, E. (2007). International Migration: Its various mechanisms and different theories that try to explain it. En Willy 
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Brandt 

Series of Working Papers in International Migration and Ethnic Relations, Malmö: Malmö University 

PINTOR,  R.  (2011).  El  habitus  y  los  campos  transnacionales  en  el  proceso  del  transnacionalismo  migrante.  En 

Migraciones internacionales, 6(2), pp. 159-192. 

SAYAD, A. (2010): La doble ausencia. De las ilusiones del emigrado, a los padecimientos del inmigrado. Barcelona: 

Anthropos. SEN, A. (1985). Commodities and Capabilities. Amsterdam: North-Holland. 

WALLERSTEIN, I. (1979). El moderno sistema mundial. La agricultura capitalista y los orígenes de la economía-mundo 

europea en el siglo XVI. Madrid: Siglo XXI Editores. 

WILLIAMSON, O. (1986). The Mechanisms of Governance. Nueva York: Oxford University Press 
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