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DATOS ESPECÍFICOS DE LA ASIGNATURA

Contextualización de la asignatura

Competencias - Objetivos

Resultados de Aprendizaje

By the end of this module, students will:

Understand the key debates associated with war and peace in the twenty-first century.

Become familiar with the key concepts and theoretical approaches relevant to the study of war and peace.

Understand some of the most important challenges—whether to individuals, states, and international society—stemming from war

and peace.

Be able to critically analyse and interrogate different concepts and theoretical approaches.

Improve their writing, oral communication and analytical skills.

BLOQUES TEMÁTICOS Y CONTENIDOS

Contenidos – Bloques Temáticos

Foundations

1. What is war? Introduction to the history, theory, foundations and debates of the discipline
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Evaluation activity Evaluation criteria Weight

Essay  Punctuality in the delivery of the essay and adaptation
40%

2. What is peace? Introduction to the history, theory, foundations and debates of the discipline

3. Types of conflicts

4. Theoretical approaches: International society, multipolarity and actors

International Cooperation, international law, and international organizations

1. International organizations

2. Introduction to international law: What role does it play today?

3. International criminal law: Structure, cases, and debates

4. International humanitarian law: Structure, cases, and debates

Stopping war: Humanitarianism and the responsibility to protect

1. The origins of human rights and humanitarianism

2. Peacekeeping missions

3. Humanitarian interventions and the responsibility to protect (R2P)

4. Peace processes

Arms control and disarmament

1. Origins, historical background, and theoretical debates

2. Weapons of mass destruction: Nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons

3. Conventional weapons

4. The arms trade

War, peace, and new technology

1. New technologies, unmanned vehicles, and drones

2. New challenges and opportunities: Cybersecurity, cyberwar, and cyberdiplomacy

3. Theoretical debates and concepts

METODOLOGÍA DOCENTE

Aspectos metodológicos generales de la asignatura

The course “War and Peace in the 21st Century” will be taught in person and online.

The professor will give in person classes on the different contents of the course. In addition to these classes, teaching will be enriched with

the analysis of case studies, joint commentary of the required readings, and guest lectures. The active participation of the students in the

in person sessions will be encouraged and evaluated.

The students will also be required to make a detailed study of the readings and case studies assigned by the professor throughout the

course.

EVALUACIÓN Y CRITERIOS DE CALIFICACIÓN
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Evaluation activity Evaluation criteria Weight

3000 word essay. The topic and question will have to be
discussed and agreed upon in advance with the lecturer.

of the format to the guidelines established by the
lecturer.
Critical analysis of the information and materials
consulted.
Use of materials derived from independent research.
Critical analysis and reflection about the material.
Correct usage of academic and official data sources

Individual presentations

The topic and question will have to be discussed and
agreed upon in advance with the lecturer.

Clarity
Terminological precision
Depth of knowledge of the chosen topic
Length of the presentation

30%

Class participation

Class participation during the module

Active participation in group discussions and activities
during the class.

20%

Assistance

Assistance to the module's classes

Assistance
10%

Important clarification about the evaluation

In order to take the exam it is a requirement not to have missed without justification more than one third of classes. If this requirem
not met, the student may be prevented from taking the exam in the ordinary and extraordinary examination sessions. This fo
provisions of article 93.1 of the General Regulations of the University: “non-attendance of more than a third, or even a number less 
is established in the academic standards of the Center, of the contact hours in each subject may have as a consequence the imposs
of taking the exam in the ordinary session of the same academic year. Academic standards of the Center may also extend
consequence to the extraordinary call.”

Use of artificial intelligence in the evaluation

If AI tools are used in any of the activities, the student must include a paragraph stating what AI has been used for, and what instruc
were provided to obtain the results. Failure to do so will be a violation of academic integrity policies.
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